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| Chriſtian Reader , 
}F | Having deſired a Miniſter , a 


l, 
. 


Friend of mine, to ſend me ſome 
brief Notes on the twelfth 
Verle of the fourth Chapter of the 


*F 


& firſt Epiſtle of Peter, be was plea- 
ſed (ſome Months fince) to ſend me 
what thou haſt here preſented to thee 
' #* on the twelfth Verle, with an 
' Addition of ſome of his Meditations 


on part of the thirtecath Verſe ; in 
| A 2 the 


»_ 


TO THE READER. 


the peruſal whereof, I found niuch 
refreſhings in my own ſpirit ; Tthere- 
upon ( ommunicated them to ſeveral 


others, whom Tjudged ſober and ju- 


dicious Chriſtians , who alſo found 


much refreſhings by that comfortable 
favour which they taſted in them , 
and with much earneſtneſs preſſed me 
to make them publick, conceivmg that 
thoſe things might not be unuſeful to 
others, which had been ſo refreſhing 
to themſelves. I bereupon commend 
them to thee , and thy ſelf (in the 


reading of them ) to the bleſsing and 


enlightning of the Lord ; 
Farewell. 


SAFETY 


w\ 


Th = 


— WT WWW WWW 9 ww 


COR oc enmn_—= ” —w—_ 


SAFETY and SWEETS 
I N 


Afflictions and Sufferings. 
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x Peter, 4.12, 13. 

Verſ. 12. Beloved, think it not ſtrange 
concerning the fiery Tryal which ts to 
try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
happened to you. 


upon any Curious di- 
A vition of the words, 
A but ſhall take up the 
e| conſideration of the 

wherein they lye in 
the Text, and cxcrciſ2 our fſelycs in 
ſome uſefull Meditations upon them, 


q A 3 Beloved. 


ZE. intend not to infiſt Ver.r2; 


bw 


Ver.12 


Safety and Sweets in 


Beloved. 

The Apoſtle writ this Epiſtle in a 
ſeaſon of ſuffering, ( ver. 17. For the 
trme 15 come, that Judgment muſt begin 
at the Houſe of God) and to a ſuffering 
people , ſtrangers ſcattered, and m hea- 
wvineſs through manifold temptations and 
tryals ( Chap. 1. 1,6. ) which came 
upon them both from ſuch as were 
really protanc (v1z. the Gentiles) and 
ſuch as were falſly Profeſſors (23. the 
UnbelievingFews, and falſe Teachers 
amongſt themſelves, as appears by his 


ſecond Epiſtle) And thertore you may 


obſerve, that there is not one Chapter 


in this his Epiſtle, wherein there 1s not . 


ſome hint of their Sufferings , and 
{omeConſolation orExhortation con- 
ccrning them. In this Chapter, from 
this x 2 verſ, to the end of theChapter, 
he carries on a Continued diſcourſe 
concerning this Subject , which he 
begins with this Compellation , Be- 
loved. Itis a Compellation that ſpeaks 

endea- 
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Afiitions and Sufferings. ; 
endeared affeCtion. They were never Ver.12. 
the leſſe lovely, or beloved, becauſe 
they were afflicted. He doth ( in the 
Miniſtry of , the Spirit ) over-ſpread 
them, and all their Sufferings, with a 
banner, or canopy of Love. This was 


he 
iN 


LY — 
Tg LS) ; 
ed ee A M—_ . 


= their Portion and Priviledge in, and 
'd under all, to be baptized into this 
1C name, Beloved. 

'E Whence obſerve, That S ufferings 
4 ao not at all render us leſs lovely,or leſs 
1c beloved. 

'S | 1. Firſt, Not to Ged. For it is himſelf 


'S {| thatby the mouthof his Apoſtle here 
+ Afpcaksto them in this endeared Com- 
pellation. As all Scripture, 10 this was 
gwen by Inſpiration of God. And, as 
Holy men of old, 1o the Apoltle alſo 
) here /pake as he was moved by the hol 
Ghoſt. In writing this very rnd 
lation [ Beloved] he was moved by the 
holy Ghoſt. And the holy Ghoſt doth 
not here (by the Miniſtry of his Apo- 
| Mftle)baptizehis ſuffering Servants into 
' | a Name, to which he would not have 
EH A 4 them 


Safety and. Sweets, im 


” 


Ver. 12 them anſwer. He calls them not by 


- this name, as one that is unwilling to 
be over-heard. He 1s not aſhamed to 
call them, and own them as his Belo- 
ved, even under the greateſt hatr2d of 
the world. He ſpake not this in ſe- 
cret, in a dark-place of the Earth, but 
hath herein declared the thing that us 
rivht, Wa. 45. 19. His Word and 
Voice in this Compellation , is not 
(as the Voice of one that hath a Familiar 
ſpirit) out of the ground , neither doth. 
it whiſper out of the duſt, (1a.29. 4.) as 
unwilling to be over-heard or uncler- 
ſtood by Ins ſuffering Servants 3 but 
in the evidence and demonſtration of the 
Sj17it, and in opcnneſs and upright- 
neſs, he here ſpeaks of, and to, his 
{uftcring Servants,as his Beloved. And 
hath alſo cauſed it to be written as a 
Record, to abide throughout all Ge- 
ncrations. We have here his Word 
and his Hand for it; which he will ne- 
ver diſown, And therefore /et us come 
near, and hear this, (1{a.48, 16.) Let 

CVcr Y 


Afithons and S Suffering 


every ſuftering ſoul bring his car and Ver. r2 


heart near to the Lord in i this Word : 
and the ſame Spirit that moyed inthe 
inditing this Word, ſhall alſo move 
in him ( in his upright attendance un- 
to this Word oft Divine Witneſs ) and 
he ſhall through this very Word hear 
che Lord ſpeaking of him, and to him 
( notwithſtanding all his ſorrows and 
lufterings ) as a y ed One, Andin 
the ſence and hearing hereof, he ſhall 
be able to give forth that — 
challenge ot the Apoſtle, Rom. 3. 
35, &c. Who ſhall ſeparate us fromthe 
fove of Chriſt 7 ſhall tribulation, or d:- 
ſtreſs, or perſecution, 0/ famme, or na- 
kedneſs, or peril, or ſword ; though for 
his ſake we ſhould ( (as ſheep a/ pornted 'for 
the ſlaughter ) be /lain all th, oth ry long © 
Shall any, or all rhefe things ſepar: Ate 
usfrom his love? ſhall they? can they? 
Cannot the everlaſting Arms reach 
through all theſe things, and compre- 
hend ns in an everlaſting imbrace, 


notwithſtanding all theſe : D Nay, 2 
| all 


10 Safety and Sweets in u 
Ver.12. ell theſe things, we are more than Con- 
querors, through him that hath loved us, 
in and under all theſe things, and as 
it wcre in deſpight ofall theſe things : 
Theſe things do neither obſtruct his 
love, nor render us the leſs lovely to 
him.. For, 

Firſt, The ſufferings of Chriſt are 
the channel of conveyance through 
which his love is derived and com- 
municated to us. In the Death of 
Chriſt his loye ſtands commended to 
us, Rom. 5. 8. And if his love run 
forth upon us through death,wounds, 
ſhame, ſpitting, buffeting, bonds, re- 
proach, {corn and {courges (all which 
Chriſt ſuffered ) I fay, it it run forth 
toward us, through theſe things, then = 
certainly it will not refuſe to pour ont ) 
it ſelf upon us notwithſtanding theſe | 
things. Nay, it the more readily flows 
torth upon us here, becauſe in theſe 
conditions it meets with, and finds in 
us ſomewhat wherein we ſymbolize, 
and carry ſome contormity to that 

ſtate 


| 
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< 
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+ Afutions and Sufferings 
ſtate throu 
ſhed abroad upon us. And there- 
fore (P/al.22. 24.) having given ac- 
count of the ſufferings of Chriſt , he 
comes to enlarge all the ſced of 1/- 
rael into the praiſing of him , as one 
that doth not &ſoil; nor abhor the affli- 
flion of the afflitted , neither hadeth his 


face from um. He neither abhors 


the perſon [him?) nor the condition 
[affliction.] 
21y, The ſufferings of the Chriſtian, 
are the higheſt Teſtimony of the 
Chriſtians love to him, Ir ſpeaks our 
love to him, that we will do for him, 
that we will ſubmit to and obey him 
in what he appoints usto do. Burtir 
ſpeaks a higher Teſtimony of love to 
him, that we will not only do, but alſo 
endure for him : that was the obe- 
dience of the Son , that he humbled 
hamſelf, and became obedient even unta 
Death. Now a ſuffering condition 
being one of the higheſt Teſtimonies 
of our love to him; (and the g_ 
rac 


which this love becomes Ver. x2. 


as 
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Ver.12. the ſuftering is, the greater is the 


Teſtimony of our love to him) hence 
itevidently follows, that the greateſt 
and foreſt ſuffering for him , cannot 
render us leſs lovely to him , or leſs 
beloved by him: but rather more 
abundantly both lovely , and belo- 
ved. 

2. Secondly, They ao not render us 
leſs lovely, or leſs beloved of pood men. 
Suffering Saints are (till good-mensbe- 
loved, as well as Gods beloved. There 
1s ſomething 1m Afﬀiction, that doth 
as it were naturally beget and awaken 
the afleions of others into an attivi- 
ty of compaſſion : ſo that they be- 
come the more endeared to us in the 
Lord, by how much the more they 
2c diſtreſſed tor the Lord. And 
there is great reaſon that a ſuffering 
member ſhould be very dear to the 
whole body : becauſe thoſe ſufferings 
that are undergone for Chriſt, are al- 
ſo for the advantage of all his fellow- 
members. For while he is filling up 

that 
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Aflitlions and S ufferings. I3 
that which is behind of the ſufferings Ver.1z 
of Chriſt in his fleſh, it is for h:s bodtes 

ſake , which zs the Church , Col. 1. 24. 
Full deliverance and ſalvation makes 
a nearer adyance towards the com- 
prehending and overſpreading the 
whole Body, by the ſuftering ot each 
member ; becauſe every ſuch ſuffe- 
rihg contributes to the filling up that 
whichis yet bchind of the ſufferings 
of Chriſt : and when once that mea- 
ſure is filled , then will full and ever- 
Jaſtin g Salvation bring in the glorious 
liberty oft the Children of God. 


Think it not ſtrange. 
1, Note. The Spirit and IWord of 


God, groves Law to our very thoughts. 
As we are not left at liberty to ſpeak 
or do what we our ſelf liſt ; ſo, not fa 
much as to think what we pleaſe ; 
for our hearts are no more our own , 
than our tongues are. And the Word 
of God is a diſcerner of the thoughts 


a 


14 Safety andS weets in 
Ver. 12. and intents of the heart, Heb.4. 12. 


2, Note. As weare not left to the 
liberty of our own thoughts m other 


Sufferings. Fleſh and blood is very 
prone to think amiſs of Sufferings , 
to repreſent them to our thoughts as 
things that have in them more dregd 
and danger than indeed they have. 
And therefore the Spirit of Truth 
comes forth in this and other Scrip- 
tures to give Law to our very hearts, 
that he may thereby reCtihe even our 
very thoughts concerning a ſuffering 
condition, and purific our very minds 
from thoſe miſtakes, and falſe imagi- 
nations, that fleſh and blood are con- 
tinually ſuggeſting to us, to make us 
ſtumble and take offence at the 
Croſs , Hebr. 12. 5. Deſpiſe not the 
chaſtning of the Lord , nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him. Deſpile nor, 
undervalue it not , think not meanly 
of it, as a thing that hath no worth 


or good in it ; forthereby thou maiſt 
be 


things ; 10 (im particular) not of our 


as et AD, Fo Te. 
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iy 


be brought to faint under it. Miſ- Ver,22: 


takes about the Croſs , will occaſion 


miſcarriages in our bearing it. They 


will be ready to bear their ſufferings 
otherwiſe than they ought, that think 


of them otherwiſe than indeed they 


are 3 whereas a right underſtanding 
and judgement of them, doth much 
help to ſweeten and make them ea- 
fie. Moſes was hercby made able to 
refuſe the title of the ſon of Pharaohs 
daughter , and to torſake the. plea- 
{urcs of fin, and chulſe affliction with 
the People of God , becauſe he had 
the right ſenſe of ſufferings. For he 
efteemed the reproach of Chriſt , greater 
treaſures than the pleaſures of Egypt, 
Heb. 11. 24,25,26. He had anghr 
eſtimate of them; and theretore 
could forſake all tor them. 

3. Note, As in other things, ſo in 
this, we think amiſs of ſufferings, when 
we think ſtrange at them, and look upon 
them as ſtrange things 3 | Think not 


— 


ſtrange, ] The word intimates, that . 


wonder 


b 
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Ver.12+ wonder and aitoniſhment wherewith 


we behold and look upon ſome un- 
couth Perſon, . Beaſt, or thin g that is 
brought out of ſome far itrange 
Countrey. . Peter uſeth the ſame 
word betore , Chap.q. 4. where he 
tells us, that when any of the Gentles 
were Converted from their Laſci- 
viouſneſs, Luſts, exceſs of Wine , 
Revellings, Banketings, and abomi- 
nable Idolatrics ; rhey that conti- 
nued ſtill in thoſe courſes, thought it 
ſtrange, that the other ſhould not run 
with them to the ſame exceſs of Riot , 
and ſpake evil of them. They then 
looktupon,.and ſpake of them, as a 
ſtrange people , as men of ſome 0- 
tner ſtrange Countrey, as ſome 
ſtrange monſtruous Beaſt , brought 
out of ſome ſtrange Countrey , as 
ſuch as were unuſually known among 
them, which they neyer had ſcen, 
nor never expectedto ſee, as thoſe 
with whom they knew no more how 
to converſe , than we do with ſtran- 

gCrs, 
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gers, whoſe Language we undet-Ver.xz. 
itand not. And now he uſeth the —— 


ſame word here , implying , that he 
would not have them think as ſfrang- 
ly of ſuffermgs , asthey did of their 
becoming new men. Letnot ſufferings 
from them , be as ſtrange toyou , as 
your Holineſs and Exactneſs is to 
them. I would have you better ac- 
quainted with, and more reconciled 
to the Croſs , than they are with and 
to your exact walking and holineſs. 
So that , not to think ſtrange Concer= 
ning the fiery Tryal, implyes theſe tive 
things, 

1.. Think not of ſuffering and affl- 
chon, as an unexpected thimg, as & 
thing you never looked for. We arc 
apt to {trange at thoſe things that we 
never dreamed or thought of : when 
ſuch things happen , they do by their 
ſuddenneſs and unexpectedneſs, ſur- 
prize us with wonder & amazement. 
Burt let not the Croſs be to you as 
athing you neverexpected, as a ſtate 
you 


T7 
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Ver-12. you never thought to have met with. 


Let it not in this reſpect be as a ſtran- 
ger, Or as a ſtrange thing to you. 
When we look for a man before- 
hand, we do not (when he is come) 
entertain him & aſtranger, we do not 
wonder that he comes ; tor he is onc 
that we had bctorc expected, for wy 
had before been told of his coming. 
So, if a Chriſtian fits down and 
counts his coſr, he cannot but count 
upon the Croſs; He cannot but look 
for its coming ; tor he hath before 
been told of it. So Chriſt is betorc- 


hand telling his Diſciples of the en- 


tertainment they were to mect with in 
the World, John rx. 17, 18,19. That 
the World would hate them, as it had 
hated him before them 5 an that becauſe 
they were not of the Iorld , but he had 
choſen them out of the World. And then 
he adds, Chap. 16. 1. Theſe things 
have I ſpoken to you , that you ſhould 
not be offended 3 that they might not 
come upon you as things you never 


» Tooked 
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ſooked for, and fo you Mak ſrrange Ver,r2. 


and frumble at them. Know , They * 


ſhall put you out of the Synagogues, and | 


think they do God ſervice in hulls. you. 
But theſe thinss have I old you bifore, 
that when the time ſhall come, ye may 
goo that 1 told you of them, (verl.. 
4.)That fo whenthe ſtrong Bulls of 
Baſl an ſhall beſer you, and eycn gape 
upon you with their mouths, as a ra 
vening and roaring Lyon : res 
Dogs ſhall encompals you,barking & 
biting at you 3 when the Aiſembly OL 
the Wicked ſhall encloſe you , and 
part your Gatments and Goods a- 
mong them, &Cc. (as they did to me) 
that you may then remember that 1 
told you of them, and thatthereforc 
you ſhould not think ſtrange that fuch 
Beaſts of Epheſus are brought 1 i121 UPON 
you : that you ſhould not be {urpri- 
zed with amazement, as at things 
that you never heard ot, nor never 
looked to have to do with. 
7 hank not U Safer ing and afflt- 
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Ver.12. ion, as an unuſual end unaccuſtomed 
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thing. Wedo not ſtrange and won- 
der at things that are common , ob- 
vious , ordinary , and uſual. Burtit 
any thing happen that very rarely or 
ſeldom falls out;or it we ſee any thing 
that is unuſual, that is ſcarce - any Or 
appears in an age, we wonder and 
think ſtrange at ſucha thing. Now 
the Apoſtle would not have us think 
of Sufterings and Afﬀictions , as of 
things that ſo rarely & ſeldom happen 
tro,and befal the People of God. But 
to think of the Croſs, as ſo ordinary, 
uſual, and accuſtomed thing , as that 
the like hath been.and bcfallen to the 
People of God in all times, and to 
all their Perſovs. Oppoſition from 
the World, and ſufferings in the 
Saints , 1s no new thing inthe earth, 
that we ſhould at all ſtrange ar it, All 
ages are filled with memorials of fuch 
things,written in the Tears and Bloocl 
of God's ſuffering-ſcryants , fromi 
Abel, and all along downward, Hebr. 


II, 


Affiitions and Sufferings. 


11. And therefore we might ra- Ver. 12: 


ther wonder and think it ſtrange , if 
our times,and our perſons,ſhould not 
afford exemplifications of that which 
hath been ſo common and cuſtoma 

in all times : eſpecially fince the Apo- 
tle poſitively tells us , That if any man 
will live Godly in Chriſt Teſus , he ſhall © 


ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 3. 12. 


3. Think not of ſuffering and affli- 
con, as a thing ſtrange to the Countrey 
and Condition in which you are now, 
You are here Strangers and Pilorims 
(1 Pet.2. 11.) And it is ſo als pa 
ordinary for Strangers and Pilgrims 
to meet with hard things, hard uſage, 
hbard-words , that it ſhould not ſeem 
ſtrange to you to meet with ſuch 
things. You are zn the world (though 
not of the world ) and in the IVorld you 


ſhall have tribulation, John ry. 35. 


You are as Lambs among IVolves 5 and 

is it ſtrange to ſce Wolves make a 

prey of the Lambs ? | 

4. Think not of ſuffering and affit- 
Þ 3 | 


10n, 
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Ver, I2 ({101? » as Q a ſtranger that yoru know NGC 


O 


how to converſe with , or have any thing 


to do with, Thereis avorce in cy cry 
Red (Mic. 6; 9) Think not that it 
ſpeaks a ſtrange Lazguage. Be not 
eſtranged from it, as trom a lan- 
guage you underſtand not. Grow 
into tamiliarity with it , and you ſhall 
foon perccive 1t1s an acquaintance, 
not a ſtranger; a fricnd, not an cnc» 
my. 

5. Speak nor think not evil of affli- 
lion and ſuffermg. Thus , thinking 
ſtrange , is interpreted , 1 Pet. 4.4. 
For when the Gentzles thought ſlrange 
at the Saints , they ſpake evil of them, 
So they think ſtrange of the Croſſe , 
that think or ſpeak evilot it. And 
indeed that ſhewes that they arc 
ſtrar:gers to it, and do not underſtand 
its Nature, End, and Uſe, It comes 
tor no hurt, but for much good, and 
adva antage. Though it be afery Tryal, 
yct it is oncly to try, refine, and puri- 
fic you 3 not to conſume or deſtroy 

you, 


T_T eee 
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you, When God ſent in the Chal- Ver.r2, 


deans upon his People , and they had 
carried many of them captives ; yet 
God even then acknowledged them 


like the very good figs, has eyes were 


upon them for good, &C, as it follow- 
cth, Jer.24. 5,67. 


Ii ſes. 


Firſt, Information. God's thoughts Uſe x. 


in edminifiring and ordering the ſuffe- 
rinvs of his People, are as far above 
mores , as the Heavens are above the 
Farth, Virit, his thoughts in this are 
tar above the choughts of his Ene- 
mies, whom he uſeth only as the Rod 
of his Anger , to ſeparate the droſs 
and corruption from his Pcople. 

Howbeit he meaneth not ſo (as God 
meaneth) neither doth his heart think 


fo (as God thinketh) But zt 7s mn his 


heart, to deſtroy and cut off Nations, not 
a few, Wa. 10. 7, But fee Gods 
rhoughts and intendments,ver.1 7.20, 
24,Sc Fj Secondly, His thoughts in this 

B 4 are 
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Ver 12. are far above: even the thonghts 


"of his own People. When God 


brought that long captivity upon 
them , Zorn ſaid and thought , The 
Lord hath furſaken me , and my God 
hath forgotten me, But obſerve how 
the Lord opens his Boſom , and dif- 
covers i1 his own heart, other 
thoughts than were in their hearts, 
Fer.29.11. 1 know the thoughts that 1 
think toward you , thoughts of Peace 
and not of Evil, to grue yau an expetted + 
end. Then ye ſhall go and pray unta 
me, and 1 will hearken unto you. SO 
in this particular reſpe&t , God doth 
not think ſtrange concerning the fie- 
ry Tryal, which is to try his People ; 
neither are they by it eſtranged from 
him, nor he fram them. And heis 
here, by the Apoſtle, laying the Law 
of his own heart upon ours, that we 
might learn to think his thoughts,and 
to ceale from our own , concerning 
all his dealings with us, in delive- 
ring us up into the hands of men, 
SC= 
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Secondly, Exhortation. If we Ver.x2: 
are not to think ſtrange concerning the Uſe 2. 


fery Tryal , then let Us keep our heart 
with all atligence , and be very ſeriouſly 


conſcientious of this duty , maintaining 


an inward awful watch, againſt all thoſe 


evil ſurmiſes, that fleſh and blood would 
ſuggeſt to cauſe us to take offence at the 
Croſs,ſo as to ſtrange at it ,as though ſome 

ſtrange Nation brake in againſt us , or 
came to quarter upon us. Tell me,What 
ſeek ye? Would you havea Chrilt 
without a Croſs > Do yenot ſeek 

and profeſs a Chriſt that dyed , thar 

was accuſed, bound, and bufferted , 

that was ſcorned, ſcourged, and cru- 

cihed> And it he did and endured 

all theſe things for you , would you 

not, gladly be made partakers of the 

frait and benefit of all theſe > And 

how think you to receive the benefit 

of all theſe, it you will in no meaſure 

be content to be made comformable to 

theſe his Sufferings? (Phil. 3. 10.) And 

how ſhall you be made comformable 

to 


3 
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Ver.12- to theſc his ſufferings,if you turnaway 


trom the Croſ5,and refuſe to take it up, 
and decline all fellowſhip with it , 
accounting it a ſtrange thing, and 
ſo eſtranging your ſelves from it ? Let 
us rather keep an ear open to that of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Pet.4.1. Foraſmuch 
ns Chriſt hath ſuffered m the fleſh, Arm 
your ſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind. 
It 1s true , there was a time when this 
very Peter ſeems not Armed with the 
ſame mind , but acceunted the frery 
Tryal as a ſtrange thing , and ſtood a- 
loot from it, and defired no acquain- 
tance nor converſe with it ; namely, 
when (upon Chriſts telling him, that 
he mult ſuffer many things and be hil- 
led) he took Chriſt and began to rebuke 
him, ſaying, Beat far from thee, Lord 3 
this ſhall not be unto thee. Put what 
ſaith the anſwer of Chriſt to him, Get 
thee behind me, Satan 5 thou art an of= 
fence unto me : for thou ſavoureſt not the 
things that be of God , but the things 
that be of man, Matth,16, 22,23. S0 
that 
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that to think ſtrange atthe Croſs , ar- Ver, 12 


gues the mind to be in that reſpect, 
of an earthly and humane favour. 
Bur theſe were Peters firſt thoughts. 
But by his converic with the Croſs, 
he came to be better acquainted with 
it , and now nolonger counts it as a 
ſtrange thinz; and he here in the 
Text 9 gives us his latter, his reformed, 

and more rchned thoughts and c- 
ſteem of it, and endeavours to im- 
plant the ſame mind in us alſo , ſay- 
ing ; Think it not firange, &c. And 
tor our help in this duty , I ſhall adde, 

Some Conſiderations furtherins 

this IVork. 

In lowlineſs of mind, let us make 
our ſelues (in our own eyes) of no Re- 
putation, We ſhould notthink a ſut- 
tering ſtate ſo {trainge, it we were not 
rangers to our ſclves. It 1s high- 
mindedneſ; that makes us flye aloft 
aboye the Croſs. But lowh:. effec of 
mind helps to make us lye l-vel aad 
eyen with a ſuffering (tate, Z. -_ 
an 
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er.12. and proud man entertains the leaſt 

2 affront as a ſtrange and intollerable 

thing : butto a man that is poor (and 

withal humble) it is no ſtrange thing 
to be contemned aud deſpiſed. What 
ſtrange thing is it to have a Worm 
trod upon 2 So Chriſt made himſelf 
of no Reputation, and took on him 

the form of a. Servant, and thereby lay 

level with the Croſs 5 and ſo it was 

more eaſie and familiar to him, to |} 
humble himſelf to death , even the 
death of the Croſs , Philip. 2. 7, 8. 
And the Apoſtle commands, that the 
ſame mind (in this very reſpet) ſhould 
be in us , that was alſo in Chriſt Teſus , 
verſ. 5. When David (yea, and Chriſt 
inthe perſon of David) could look 
upon himſelf as a Worm, and no Man; 
then it was not ſtrange, that he ſhould 
become a reproach of men , and deſpiſed 
of the people, Plal.22. 6,7. 

2. Seriouſly conſider the greatneſs of 
our ſms ,and how much we have deſerved. 
One tlupg that makes us think our 

; {uffe- 


- 
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ſufferings great ( and ſo ſtrange ) is Ver.x2# 


the looking upon our fins and deme- 
rits as little. But the great Sufferings 
that were inflicted upon /rael in their 
long Captivity, are ſeen by Ezra, as 
{mall, _=_ fin became greatned in 
his ſence of it. AU! this zs come upon 
us for our great treſpaſs. He had then 
an entire proſpect of all that was 
come upon them : and yet ſeeing 
alſo how great their miſdeeds were, 
he acknowledgeth that God had pu- 
mfhed them leſs than their inquities de- 


ſerved, Ezr. 9. 13, And he that ſhall 


be made able to be duely ſenſible of 
the greatneſs of his ſin, will rather 
think {trange that his ſufferings were 
ſo long withheld , or that they are 
not now much more,and greater than 
they are. 

3. Seriouſly conſider the height of 
that hatred that is mn the Devil and the 
World, againſt the People of God: and 
how this is yet further heightned in 
many worldly-minded p_ , by 

ninking 


10 
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Ver.12. thinking verily, that they ought to 


dp many things contrary to the Ser- 
rants of God 3 yea, by thinking that 
they ſhall do God good ſervice 1n Kil- 
ling them : and then it will rather 
ſeen ſtrange that a frery tryal was no 
fooner kindled, and that it is now no 
hotter. To ſee a few Lambs among 
many hungry Wolves, Dogs, and Ly- 
ons, it will rather ſeem {trange that 
they are not all preſently caten up and 
devoured, than to ſee now one flee- 
ced, and afterward another rent and 
torn, and then another killed, &c. 


Concerning the Fiery T) zal, 


which us to try you. 


The Greek word, which we in Eng- 
liſh render by two words, Frery Tryal, 
f1 gniftes, a burning, a kindling 2/01, OL 
o ſetting on fire: Andrthereforc (Rev. 
18.9.) this very word is there Eng- 
liſhed, Burmng ; The Kings of the 
Earth ſhall lament for Babylon, when 

they 
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they ſhall ſee the ſmoak of her Burn Ver.12. 
ing. The wordthatis there rendred 
Burning,is the ſame word that is in the 
Text here rendred Frery Tryal. But 
the word is often and rightly uſed of 
ſuch a Burnng,as is ina turnace kind- 
led upon mettals, to try, refine, and 
purifie them : and therefore it is in 
this place well Engliſhed, Fzery Tryal, 
For ſo the next words explain it, that 
itis tO try thems itis a Fiery Tryal, os 
Burning, that is kindled upon them to 

cry them, as mettals are rrycd in the 
fire thatis kindled upon them. Hence; 

' 1, Note. Chriſtians ſbould not think 
ſtrange at it, though God (for therr try- 
al) put them as into a furnace, and there 
kindle a burning upon them, and cauſs 
them to paſſe under « feery tryal, In 
order hereunto, God kindles ſeveral 
heats or fires upon his People. 

Firſt, The hatred, hot diſpleaſure and 
indignation of man againſt them : when 
therr wrath becomes kindled againſt !hens 
(Pſal.124.3 1) Wicked men arc n 

cl1ſ- 


32 \ . Safety and Siveets in 
Ver.x2, diſpleaſed and angry againſt the 
—— People of God : but there are alſo 

times,wherein their rage is,as it were, 
let looſe, and enkindled into a more 
than common intlamation of ſpirit, 
from whence they breath out threat- 
nings and laughter, 47. 9. 2. Sure 
the heart is hot, when the very breath 
is threatnings and ſlaughter. Hereup- 
on they —_ havock of the Church, 
are exceedingly mad againſt them, 
and even compel them to blaſpheme: 
And rthis fire is ſometime ſo univerſal, 
that it Kindles upon every houſe, A. 
$8.3. and 26. 11, This was ſome- 
time Davids caſe, Pſal.57.4, My foul 
# among Lions, and I lye among them 
that are ſet on fire, even the ſons of men, 
whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows, and 
ther tongue a- ſharþ ſword. There 
was nothing but death, cruelty and 
deſtruction in their words, wiſhes and 
threatnings. How came this to paſs 
to be thus? why they were ſons of 
men ſet on fire: Though they were 

but 
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but the tails of {moaking fire-brands Ver.12* | 


(as it is faid of the fierce _ of 
Rezmn and Remalial)'s ſon, Iſa. 7. 4. ) 
yet they were now ſet on fire , and 
caſt uponDavwa,that they might ſerve 
as a heat to helpon that Fiery Tryal 
wherewith he was to betrycd. For 
ſo we may enlarge and interpter it, 
trom Pf/al.66.10,1 2. Theu haſt proved 
and tryed us,as ilver is tryed (and that 
is by fire) Thou cauſedſt men to ride 
over our heads; we went through fire,63c. 

God turned the heart of Fey pt-to hate 
his People, ( Pfal. Io. 25.) and then 
it became an iron furnace to then, 
Now it God ſtould try his People by 
this fire, it he ſhould ſhutthem up un- 
der the hand and power of men, yea, 
the worſt of men, and then turn their 
heart to hate his People, and ſet thera 
on fire againſt them ; yet it they did 
clearly underſtand the Lord, and the 
thoughts that he thinks toward them, 
they ſhould the leſle ſtrange at it. We 
do not think ſtrange to ſee the Gold- 


C {mith 


_ 


Sa 7 
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ns 
Ver 12. ſmith take che black ſooty Charcoal, 
*—* andſuch as a man cannot touch (ex- 
cept with a pair of tongs) but he is 
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defiled, and to kindle theſe upon his 
Gold, which is his moſt precious and 
beloyed metal : becauſe we know his 
meaning in it. It is not that he yalucs 
his Coal above his Gold. The Coals 
are conſumed and burnt to aſhes, but 
the Gold is both preſerved and puri- 
fied. So if we Fq clcarly COmpre- 
hend the mind of the Lord,and knew 
the thoughts that he thinks toward 


them ( thoughts of Peace, and not of 


Ewil ) we ſhould not think ſtrange 
though we ſec him take cyen the ſons 
of Belial, that cannot be taken with 
hands ; but the man that will touch 
them, muſt betenced with iron ; to 
ſee him (1 ſay ) take theſe and ſet 
them on fire againſt his moſt precious 
and cndearcd People 3 becauſe his 
deſign is not to deſtroy, but to refine 


his People. The deſtruction only be- ' 


falls them that are thus ſet on fire : for 


{0 
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ſo it follows in that Scripture (2 Sam. Ver. r2 
23.6, 7.) They ſhall be utterly burns 


I 
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with fire in the ſame place. And again, 
( 1Tſa. 26. 11. ) Yea, the fire of thine 
enemes ſhall devour them. 

Secondly, The enmity, hatred, and 
wrath of Satan againſt them, "This is. 
ſecond heat that 1s ſometime kindled 
agaſhſt them to make up the fery try- 
al. The Devil alway goes about like a 
roaring Lion, in hierceneſs and fury. 
But there are alſo ſcaſons wherein he 
is more peculiarly faid to come down, 
baving great wrath, and in this wrath 
perſecutes the Woman that brought forth 
the man child. Rev. 12.12,13. Caſts 
ſome of her ſeed. into priſon that they 


may betryed (in the fire of that wrat 


wherewith he proſecutes them ) and 
they have tribulation ten dayes by his 
means and procurement; and ſo it 
becomes more than a common tribu- 


I. lation, he helping forward the diſplea- 


fure, Satan was alwaycs an enemy to 
Peter; but therc was a peculiar time 
C 2 wherein 


36 Safety and Sweets itt 
Ver.12. wherein Satan had him, that he mi ght 
winnow him as wheat 3 and then he 1n- 
flames Peter againſt the Fzgh Prieſts 
Servant to cut off his ear, that they al- 
ſo might be the more inflamed againlt 
him. Satan was alſo alway an cnemy 
againſt Job 5 But there was a time 
wherin it was given to him to be more 
peculiarly ſer on fire againſt him: And 
then he brings down fire from Heaven 
upon his Cattel ; wflames the ſpirits of 
the Chaldeans andSabeans againit him; 
yea, of his 1Vife and Friends to burn 
againſt him ; ſends fi7e znto obs bones, 
, and inflames his very blood, which 

broke out in thoſe grievors and ſore 
boyls, from the crown of Is head to the 
foals of his feet ; and above all theſe, 
he calts his frery darts mmto bis ſoul and 
ſpirit 3 which made all the tormer 
heats the morc intolerable. And in 
ſuch a fery tryal was this righteous 
man proved. Now it God ſhould try 
his People by this fire alſo , and ler 
even Satan have them, that he might 
thus 


's 
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thus perſecute and winnow them ; yet if Ver. 129 


they clearly underſtood the thou ghts 
of the Lord in it, they would the leſs 
ſtrange atit, We ſhould not think 
{trange at the Refiner, when he hath 
kindled the Coals upon his Gold, if 
he ſhould then ſer an unclean Scul- 
lion , or ſome frighttull Black-a- 
more to blow that fire, and to kindle 
thoſe coals into the higheſt inflama- 
tion that they are poſhbly capable ofs 
becauſe we underſtand, that neither 
the one nor the other, can either cor- + 
tupt or conſume the Gold : bur the 
more the Coals are blown, the ſooner 
will they be conſumed, 'and the Gold 
refined. Chritt hath ſpoiled Princt- 


palittes and Powers, taken them Cap- 


tive, and they are now his flaves, to 
ſerve inthe wrath : Thcir work 1s 10 
this fire, and this fire will be their 
everlaſting wages. In alluſion where- 
to, he tells us ( Iſa. 54. 16.4) Behold, 1 
have created the Smith to blow the coals 
in the fire, &©c. And therefore when 
WL 3 mens 
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Ver. 12 mens wrath becomes kindled againſt 
1 © thePeople of God, they ſhould not yi g 
wonder,though (to make the furnace 
ſo much the hotter ) this Smith, this 
mnfernal Vulcan, be appointed or per- 
mitted to blow the Coals min this fire, 
till they þecome wholly inflamed ; 
that ſo, by the heat of mens perſecu- 
tion, and the injeftion of his own 
fiery darts and ſuggeſtions, the heat 
may encreaſe upon them : for when 
his wrath s great, he knoweth his time 
rs ſhort, ( Rev.12.12.) And if we 
knew it too ,' we ſhould the lefle 
{trange atit. . And therefore-though 
there ſhould be given to the Dragon 
and the Beaſt, a mouth ſpeaking great 
things and blaſphemies, whereupon he 
ſhould open his mouth , and breath 
forth blaſphemy apamſt God, his Name, 
Tabernacle , and them that awell in 
Heaven : though there ſhould be gi- 
ven him power, not only over all Kine 
reds, Tongues and Nations ; but alſo © 
over the Saints, to make War againſt 
| them, 
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them,and to overcome them ; yec ftrange Ver.r2; 
vg notatit: he is the Smith created ro 


bloygge coals in the fire, { Rev. 13. 
5, 65} Aid therefore, if hereupon 
thou Teit-the Oppreſſion of the Poor, 
and the yivlent pervertins of Fudge- 
ment and Tuftice , marvel not at the 
matter, think not ſtrange at it : For 
be that is higher than the h1yheft (in that 
work) regardeth , and there be higher 
than they, Ecclel. 5. 8. This a ſecond 
heat. 

Thirdly, There is ſontetrme added 
to the two former, a ſence of the diſþlea- 
ſure and mination of the Lord himſelf 
likewiſe, who rs a Conſuming fire. Such 
was the ſtate of the Church, Mc. 7. 
there was her adverſary inſulting over 
her , Rejoyce not againſt me, O mine 
onemy , (ver. 8.) And ſhe was alſo at 
the ſame time under a ſence of the 
indignation of the Lord , in regardof 
her /m againſt him, (ver.g.) She had 
not only Men, and Satan (in their fu- 
ty) as enemies : but he alſo had bent 

C 4 his 
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Ver,12; lus bow lihe an enemy, and. ſtood with 
| has right hand as an adverſary, he had gff s 
poured out his fury like fire, ( Lam. 2. 
4.) Himſelf trom above had ſent. fire 
1nto her bones, and ut prevailed againſt 
them, ( Lam. 1, 13.) So, the Lord, 
(againſt whom they had finned ) pou- 
red upon them the fury of his anger, and 
2t ſet them on fire round about, &c. Wa. 
42.u1lt, Now when all theſe three 
beats kindle together upon us , the 
burning and tryal muſt needs be very 
tiery. And yet,it we knew the Lord, 
and the thoughts that he thinks to- 
ward us, we ſhould no more wonder 
than to {ce that the Reiner, doth not 
only ſet his ſeryant to blow the coals 
inthe fire ; but comes alſo near with 
his own mouth, and from thence pou- 
reth forth his own breath ( as a river 
ot fire) the more tully and effeually 
to. kindle the, Coals upon the Gold. 
And indecd the two former, . are but 
inſtruments to tlus latter. The mouth 
of tac Pcaſt, and of the Dragon, are 

| but 


Aﬀfirtions and Sufferings. 


41 
; but as the Bellowes in the hand of the Ver.r2: 
t aff 4 Refiner , through which he pours 
torth.his own. ſpirit of burning (like 
| a {tream of fire) to bring his Furnace | 


into that jult heat that he thinks moſt 
| proportionat2 to refine and puritie 
his Gold. And therefore «let us not 
think ſtrange, thongh all theſe concur 
to make up the frery Tryal. For, 
Fourthly , There z m and with this 
ſpirit of burning , a ſpirit of juagenent 
alſo. For 1ſo the Lord waſheth away 
the filth of the. Dauzhter of Zton , and 
purgeth the bload of feruſalem aut of the 
midſt thereof, by the {þ1/1t of judgement , 
and by the ſpirit of burning , 11a, 4. 4+ 
Like the Rehner , he knoweth what 
he doth , and what he deſigns in fet- 
ting them thus on fire round abour. 
kt isnot in him, like the tury of men, 
which darkens their jndgement, and 
makes men do they know not what. 
He well underitands what he doth , 
and to whom he doth it, and by 
whom he doth it, and why he doth 


It; 
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Ver-12-it ; and this ſpirit of judgement (in 
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great care and wiſdom) orders and 
manayeth the whole proceſs of the 
burning from firſt to laſt , rightly 
judging when ic is fitto put the Gold 
ito the fire , how long it mult lyc 
there, to what degree of heat the 
Furnace muſt be kindled, and when 
the Gold is to be taken out. For he 
cometh asa Refiner to purifie, Mal. 
3-3, Sothatthis burning is kindled 
by the Spirit of Judgement : they 


| arenot (when this Refiner hath to do 


with his Gold) ſeparated, but united. 
And 1o in and under this ſpirit of 
burning, there breaths and is poured 
out (as a River of Lite) a Holy, Pure; 
Bright flame of Love and Light , 
whereby all proves but a Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt and Fire , whereby 
the blood and filth alone is waſhed 
away and waſted , that ſo that which 
is incorruptible may be manifeſted, 
We may obſervethe great difference 
that is between the Earthly and _ 
| leſtial 
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leſtial fire. Our carthly fire which Ver. re 
we daily kindle, doth both defile and —< 


deſtroy. Putaſtick into the brigh- 
teſrflame, and you will preſently ſee 
how black it is. Andit you conti- 
nue it there , it is quickly conſumed. 
But now the Celettial fire is not 10. 
For though the Sun daily pour 
out Rivers of hcat upon the Earth , 
and upon the things that grow in it , 
yet they are none of them ſullied or 
dcfiled thereby : for it ſtreams torth 
upon them in a Pure, Heavenly, Im- 
mixcd feryvour, Neitheris any thing 
that grows , conſumed or deſtroyed 
by it : foritis a vital heat, that Quic- 
kens,Preſerves,andPurities all things. 
So, though inthe fiery Tryal, God 
pour forth a ſpirit of burning, to 
conſume the Wood,” Hay, Straw and 
Stubblethat he finds in his People: yet 
in & with this alſo there is poured out 
a ſpirit of judgement, a Holy, Pure, 
fiery Love , which to every thing of 
his own, proves both vital (for it is the 
bi Spirit 
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Ver.12: Spirit of Lite in Chriſt) and alſo pre- 


Uſe x, 


{ervative,(for it is that fire with which 
every accepted Sacrifice is. falted , 
Mark 9. 49.) Now though the for- 
mer heats make it fiery , and burn- 
ing : yet by means of this,it becomes 
onely a 'Tryal ; wv. Purifying and 
Purging, . not conſuming. 


Uſes. 
1. Information. The Conſidera- 


tion of this may inform us : 

Firſt, /z the Wiſdomof God, He 
7 14Je 9 his very bringing evil , 1a. 
31.2, We count our affairs ſafe, 
when they are under the manage- 
ment of Wiſe hands : eſpecially 
when we know that thoſe things that 
ſeem to go cro!5,were notonely fore- 
ſeen by them, but were alſo the con- 
trivance of that Wiſdom by which 
our affairs are managed. It is ſo here 
in . the whole proceſs of the fiery 


Tryal, There is not a Coal more in 
| the 
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4 the Furnace than he knows of, nor Ver.xz: 
any one of thoſe Coals more enfla- ” 
: med than he gives it to be:tor they be- 


come enkindled onely by the breath of 
the Lord, as by a River of Brimſtone. 
He knows how many Horns, and. 
Crowns, and Names of Blaſphemy , 
the Beaſt and the Dragon have : and 
allots them their time and continu- 
ance. All ſtand under his cyc and 
obſervance; And therefore he is ſaid. 
to ſit as a Refiner , Mal. 3. 3. He 
doth not careleſly caſt in and kindle: 
the Coals , and then leave them to- 
work at their own will in their own 
heat, But he himſelf fits by the 
Furnace, to ſee that nothing happen, 
to the prejudice of his precious Met- 
tal, 
| Secondly , It informs us 21 the S o- 
veraignty and S$ m—_—_ of his Love, 
and Care, His Spirit of Judgement, 
his Holy, Pure, enflamed Love , 0- 
vercomes the burning, and makes all 


a Baptiſm, Al! things work together 
for 
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er.12-for peod. All theſe heats work in 


* 


their _ natural deftructive tenden- 
and afivity. And yet thro 
—— of his + hoſtory=, 
dom , he brings forth and periects 
Salvation by all. And fo brings Mcar 
out of the Eater , and out of the 
Strong, Sweetneſs : So that the De- 
vourer becomes aPrefervative. 

2. Exhortation, and that in two 
reſpects : 

Firſt , Seeing there is ſuch a fery 
Tryal, wherein -the very fpirit of bur- 
ning comes to-kindle upon us, Let us 
cry and pray that we may mated be par- 
takers of that which will abide in this 
burning. 

As, r. Let us {cc-that we our ſelves 
be founded upon the Rgck,, upon 
that Corner-ſtone elefÞ and precious, up- 
on which: whoſoever believeth', fhall 
not (inthe Day of Tryal) be aſhamed. 
For the rain will-deſcend , the floods 
will come , and the winds wilt blow. 
Rain and' winds are from above, 

| floods 
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floods are from beneath. And fo Ver.zz" 
they intimate,that Heaven and Earth, 
God and Man, yea, and the deep too, 
will put on and pour forth fury, totry 
_ what foundation we ftand. And 
if inſucha Tryal, we be not found 
built upon Jeſus Chrift, we ſhall fall, 
and our fall will be great , Matth. 7. 

24, &c. Now we come not to him 
to be built upon him, but by a depar- 
ture out of our felves : by denying 
our own wiſdom , we come to that 
Wiſdom that diſcovers this Rock, 
and teacheth to build our ſelves (not 
upon our ſelves, but) upon him. By 
denying our own will , we come to 
enterinto, and do that Will on Earth 
that is done in Heaven. And by de- 
nying any truſt in our own rightcoul< 
neſs, we come to that Righteouſneſſs 
that exceeds the r:ghteouſneſs of the 
Scribe and Phariſee , which arc part 
of thoſe ſayings of Chriſt , that we 
mult hear 63 do, if we will be founded 
on the Rock. For this is the —_ 
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Ver. 12 ſton of that Sermon, whercin theſe 


things are taught, as appears by the 
two tormer Chapters. 

Secondly , Being thus built upon 
him, and united by Faith unto him , 
let us (ina holy hunger aad thirſt at- 
ter the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs) labour to be parta- 
kers of him: that we may reccive 
out of his tulneſs,grace for grace : that 
through the great and precious Prom- 
ſes we may be partaker ,of the Divine na- 


| ture, It confiſts not meerly in opi- 


nion or profeſſion (though the moſt 
Orthodox ). but in participation , 
wherein the waſhing of the New-birth 
1s richly ſhed abroad upon us through 
Chriſt Teſus, Tit.3.5,6. Herein do we 
receive of that incorruptibleSced,that 
abideth for ever ,' what ever - fiery 
Tryals paſs upon us (1 Pet. 1. 23.) 


* 'Then have we age of Chriſt; Gold 


tryed mm the fire (Rev. 3.18.) even 
ſomething of that which (in himſelf) 
hath abode inall thatfery 'Tryal, that 
the 
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the wrath of Man and Satan fct on Ver 12. 


work by the Divine dipleafure againlt 
him , made fin for us, couid kin- 
dle upon him. Thcn we come to: 
that Rightcouſnels and Uprig "htneſs 
that can dwell 12th arr Ourinsg 7 fire, and 
everlaſimg burnimgs » Ia. $3..14, 282 

Then we receive ot that Fauh, whoſe 
Tryal is more precious than that of Gold, 

though it paſs a more fhery Trial than 
Gold doth (1 Pet.1. 7.) 

Thirdly , Being thus bu:lt upon, 
and made partakers of h1m, Jet us 
take heed what we buil« d upon him , 
that we may not loſe thoſe things 
that we have wrought, 2 Joh. verl. v 
For it is fire thac ſhall try every mans 
work of what fort it is; and there 
are many works that like Hay and 
Stubble will be burnt away 111 the fire, 
and loſt ; for which no reward will 
be received, Now , though the 

man himſelf (by fellowſhip with the 
Foundation) ſhould be ſaved , yer tt 
will be great loſs to loſe the. things 
D that 
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15.) Now all fuch works fhall be 
loſtin the fire, as are not wrought in 
the Concurrence and Afliſtance of 
the incorruptible Spirit. For itis the 
Principle and Spirit from whence the 
work proceeds, that -preſerveth the 
work. And therefore the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks not onely of our being mm Chriſt 
Jeſus , but of walking [in him? not 
after the fleſh , but after the Spirtt , 
(Rom.8. x.) And then fo far there 
15no Condemnation, no not ſo much 
as to our works. Then are we 
branches in him bearing fruit , and c- 
very thing of the fiery Tryal doth but 
further purge us , that we may bear 
more fruit ( John 15. 2.) Let us 
therefore be ſwift to hear that Exhor- 
tation of the Apoſtle ( Gal. 5. 25.) 
If we lrue in the Spirit, let us alſo walk 
mm the Spirit : that is, It we be fo 
built upon the Foundation,as to have 
received of him of the Spirit of Life, 
let usin all our works , ſo refign and 
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deliver up our ſelves to be led by the Ver. 12. 


Spirit , that it may ( though DF Us ) 
yet work all our works in us, and for 
us (/4.26.12.) helping our infirmittes, 
and making requeſt for us , Rom. 8. 
26. 

Secondly , Being thus, and doin 


thus, letus not art all ſtumble or take 


offence at the Croſs , nor think ſtrange 
concerning the fiery Tryal 5 But let us 
deliver up our ſelves to be {by the 
Spirit and Providence of God) led 
into itas ſtilly and quietly as the three 
Children did to be calt into the fiery 
Furnace ; yea, though it ſhould be 
heat ſeycn times hotter than hereto- 
fore. The deftructiveneſs thar is in 
the fire, will be onely to thoſe and 
that, that is our enemy: But upon 
us it ſhall (as it did tothem) onely 
burn aſunder thoſe bonds with which 
we are withheld from walking atli- 
berty, They were caft in, bound in 
their own cloathing (in their Coats, 
their Hoſen and their Hats) but the 
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Ver. 12. fire ſoon burnt theſe afſunder, and 
theywere quickly ſeen walking looſe. 
There are ſome things of our own, 
which we perhaps count as our co- 
vering and ornament ; which yet are 
our bands. The Fiery Tryal is mace 
hot, that it may the ſooner diflolye 
theſe, and we may be brought forth - 
znto the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of 
God : and then the Word, or Son of 
God, ſhall be known and acknow- 
ledged among us ; even that Voice of 
the Lord, which divideth the flames 
of fire, Plal. 29. 7. Thercis in the Fie- 
ry Tryal atwofold flame of fire, v7. 
a ſpirit of burning, and a ſpirit of juds- 
ment 3 one that 1s deſtructive, and an- 
other that 1s vital and preſeryative. 
The Voice of the Lord comes and di- 
vides between theſe two, and com- 
mands tne deſtructive part to ſcize 
upon and devour only thoſe, and that 
which 1s againſt us, aud the other on- 
ly ſerves to purify the ſons of Lev, 
that they may ofter an offering in 

righte- 


Aflitions and Sufferings. 


righteouſneſs. And therefore let us Ver. x2. 


not fear , 1When we walk through the 
fire, we ſhall not be burnt, neither fhall 
the flame kindle upon us, ( fa. 43. 2.) 
but only upon that which is contrary 
tO US, 


Which «s to try you. 


.. 2, Note. The deſign of the Lord in 
the whole fiery Tryal, 1s only to prove 
and try his People. SO *- 13-98, 
9. When he {mates the ſhepherd, ſcat- 
ters the ſheep, and turns his hand upon 
the little ones, and cuts off two parts: 
ttrs that he may bring the third part 
through the fire, and refine them as Sitl- 
ver ts refined 5 and try them as Gold ts 
tryed. So that the tryal of his Peo- 
ple, is his doing with them , and to 
them, what the Rehner doth to, and 
with his Gold, in putting it into the 
turnace. Which may be exemplifed 
in theſe following Particulars. 
Firſt, In the tryal of Gold or Sil- 
vcr, there is made a tryal, and thereby, 
| D 3 diſ- 


$3 


F4 


Safety and Sweets in 


Ver.12 diſcovery what. droſs and feculent 


matter cleaves to it. Before the met- 
tal is put into the fire, the whole lump 
appears as though it were wholly pure 
metral : but now when it comes into 
the fire, that brings into open view a 
great dcalof unclean drofle, that bc- 
tcre lay hid, and was not ſeen or diſ- 
covered : And indeed, fire is the 
greateſt diſcoverer of latent impuri- 
tics : and there is no impurity ſo hid- 
den and ſecret, but the fire makes di(- 
covery of it. Take the pureſt foun- 
tain-water you Can get : This ſeeins 
fo clear, thar your eye cannot ſec 
{carce a mote in it : it looks as though 
there were no earthy dregs at all init, 
But now,it you willtry whether therc 
be any impurity in it, bring it to the 
fire, kindle the fire under it, and then 
you ſhall quickly ſee, what an impure 
{cum will ariſe. That feculent im- 
pure matter was in it before ; but it 
lay hid till the fire forced it into open 
view. This is one part of the Tryal. 
And 
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he ſaith, The fre ſhall try every mans 
work , he ſaith alſo, Every mans work 


ſhall be made manifeſt, and 1t ſhall be 


revealed by fire. So that Reyclation 
and Maniteſtation are one great part 
of the tryal. So //a.4.4. They ſeemed 
to be Daughters of Zon (and that is a 
Virgin, as One pure and immaculate, 
Iſa. 37.22.) and they ſeemed to be 
Jeruſalem (the Viſion of Peace.) But 
now when the ſpirit of judgment and 
burning comes to be kindled upon 
them, then appears that f/:h that be- 
fore lay hid inthe midſt of this Yer- 
gin Daughter off Z1on : and then ap- 
pears Blood ( the effet of War and 
Cruelty) in Jeruſalem ( the Viſion of 
Peace.) "Though Daw had profe\- 
ſedly diſcharged viſible W:ckedneſſe 
and TyVicked men, Plal. 139. 19. and 
hated them that hated God, ( ver. 21.) 
Yet after this he opens and expoſes 
his very heart and thoughts toa fur- 


ther ſearch, diſcovery and tryal, than 
he 
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Ver. x2. he could: make ot himſelt, leſt there 
ſhould yer be any way of wickedriels 


in him that had eſcaped [11s own icru- 
tiny, ( ver, 25, 24.) For every onc 
that is clean in has own eyes , 14 not 
therctore cleanſed from his wickedneſs, 
Prov. 39.12, And though the Apo- 
ſtle knew nothing by himſelf, yet was 
he not + hereby Juſtified, 1 Cor.4.4. And 
in that tryal of his viſible Flock, men- 
tioned, Zech. 13.8,9. two parts of 
three are diſcovered to be drofle,and 
only athrd part abideth and is made 


to paſſe th! rough the fire. And there 


are ay rm 11 men, three things. 

There 15 ſomething of the ve- 
nom noft! the Serpent, ſomething of his 
ſecd that _ hath ſpawned into our 
nature, 2. There 1s our own fleſh 
and Mood, with its wiſdom, wills and 
waycs, which, doth not inherit the 
Kinodom of God, 3. There is ſonie- 


thing of the gitt of God, of the-grace 
* .xeceived out of Chriſts fulneſs. Now 


there are ſonie remainders of the two 
for- 
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that men then cloath themſelves with. 


. But now when God comes to put men 


into the furnace, then there 1s made 
yet a deeper diſcovery of the hidden 
things of unrighteouſneſs, For in- 
ſtance, WhenGod comes to pull away 


the world trom men, then there often 


appears to be in them a ſecret cloſe 
love to the world, which is manifeſt 
in their impatient unwilling parting 
with them. - And fo a greater avert- 
neſs and cumity to the Croſs, a ſecrct 
diſtruſt and unbelict, not able to live 
in naked dependancec upon the Lord, 
and the like, Now this 1s one work 
of the Frery Trye!, to try what drofs 
ſtil remains, and to make a deeper dit- 
covery of thoſe hidden cvils and im- 

purities, that yet lye unſecn1n us. 
Secondly , Ir doth not onely dif- 
cover what drofle ſtill remains in the 
mettal ; but alſo divides and ſepa- 
rates 


mer parts that often eſcape undiſco- Ver.12. 
vered 1n the firſt conviction, andlye Uſe 2. 
hidden under that form of godlineſs 


'F8$ Safety and Sweets in 
Ver.14. rates between the one and the other; 
| _ For, before the Gold comes into the 
fire, the drofſe and the metral lye 
mixed together in one lump or con- 
fiftence: but now the fire burns in ſun- 
der, that unſeen band, by which they 
were bound up together into one 
conſiſtence, and ſo looſens them each 
trom other, and parts them, whereby 
they become two ſeparate diſtinct 
things. Though the mettal were be- 
fore digged & taken out of the Mine, 
and fo ſeparated from the vaſt lump 
of the common earth, and now taken 
into the Refiners houſe, as his own 

peculiar treaſure and poſleſhion, u 
on which he ſets an high value: Yet he 
knows there ſtill cleaves to it ſome- 
thing of the carthyneſs of thar firſt 
Mine from whence it was taken, and 
that thereupon it is not yet fully fit 
for his uſe, till he hath af) ſeparated 
between it and the remaining drofle. 
So,though Chriſtians in their firſt turn 
to God, be as it were taken out of = 

| va 
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vaſt lump of the commou corrupt na- Ver, 12 


ture, and the world ; and be there- 
upon received into the Church and 
Houſe of God, as a part of his pecu- 
liar treaſure : yet he ſees that there 
is {till reinaining in them a tin&ture 
and favour of that firſt earthineſs and 
impurity, whereby they are not fully 
fit to be made Yeſſels meet for the Ma- 
fters uſe. Therefore he brings a fery 
tryal upon them, that ſo he may yet 
further diflolve the remainders of that 
{ecret league and covenant betFeen 
Death and Hell, that they may be yet 
more deeply, inwardly, and funda- 
mentally looſned from all their cloſe 
and ws" impurities. 

Thzrdly, The drofs is thus diſco- 
vered, and divided from the mettral 
by the fire, that it may be removed 
and taken away, and ſo the Gold re- 
main entire of it ſelf, without any he- 
rerogeneous mixture to corrupt Or 
pollute it. And though when the 
fire hath firſt looſened the droſs _ 
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manifeſtation the impure part that lay 


| hidin it before ; though (I ſay) the 


mettal jtecm then more umpure than it 
appeared to be before: ( For per- 
haps it was bright and ſhining when it 
was firit caſt into'the fire, but now it 
lyeth apparently covered with the 
.droſs ) Yetthe Refiner doth not ac- 
count this mettal the more impure 
for this , but is rather glad that the 
impurity is ſo come forth that now ir 
maybe removed, and fo he may bave 
nothing for his work but pure Gold. 
And 1o again, Though the water ſeem 
clear when itis firſt ſet on the fire, yer 
the fire makes the ſcum to riſc ; and it 
appears as though the fire had de- 
filed or poſluted it. But this is no new 
contracted pollution, that it got by 
beiug brought to the fire ; but only 
an hidden, unſeen filth put forth and 
brought into open ,view , that fo it 
may be ſcummed off and taken and 
calt away : this 4s only tor the clarity» 
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ing of the water. And fo yet again : Ver. x2.” 


When your ſervant goeth to ſcour a 


brazen veſlel (as a kettle or the like ) 
thewiſpſhe takes to ſcour it,is clean; 


the water wherewith ſhe wets that 


wiſp,is clean; and the aſhes ſhe makes - 
uſe of, are white. Aud yet after ſhe | 
hath ſcoured a while, your veſſel is + 


more polluted , and more unfit for 


uſe in that ſtate, than it was before ſhe \, 
began to ſcour it. For now all the . 


filth that clave to the veſſel in ſcatte- 
red parts, is rubbed off : and though 
It ſeem to be more unclean than be- 
tore, yet is it indeed nearer cleanſing 


than it was before, and ncarer being | 
ft for the Maſters uſe than it was be- 


tore, For the impurity that now ap- 


pears, being now looſned from the : 


veſſel, is with a fli ght rinſe or daſh of; 


water ſcparated from it, and carried - 
away, Juſto it is here in the fery | 


tryal, When God takes his People, 


and puts them into the furnace, many - 


ſecret hidden impurities of ſpirit ma- - 


viteſt 
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Ver.12.nifeſt themſelves, which perhaps ne- 


ver appeared in them before : not 
that they were not indeed in them be- 
fore, but they were not diſcovered 
before , ſo as now this fiery tryal ma- 
nifeſts them. For this fire is blown 
by that Word and Sprrit of God that 5 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword, and 
prerceth to the dividing aſunder of the 
foul and ſpirit , and of the joynts and 
marrowand 1s a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart; neither is there 
any creature(nor any thing in the crea- 
ture) that is not maniteſt in his fight 3 
but all things are naked and open un- 
to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do in this fiery Tryal ( Heb. 4. 
12,13.) juſtas a beaſt is, when he is 
not only opened, but chined and cut 
down the back-bone, as the word 
there uſed doth import. TakeIron 
that is ruſty, bring the Fyle upon it, 
and you may therewith tyle off all the 
ruſt, and brighten and polliſh it : but 
wow the fire goes further, and diſco- 

vers 
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yers and fetches out a more groſs and Ver.:2. 
earthy drofle than was in the ruſt. We 
are in our firſt turn to the Lord,as un- 
der the tyle ; but becauſe he will have 
us ſanilified throughout in ſpirit, ſoul & - 
body 3 he plungeth us into @ Baptiſm of 
the ſpirtt of Judgment and burning : and 
this brings forth the filth and blood 
thatis in the very midſt, in the inmoſt 
receſsof the Daughter of Z:on: and 
then a man is apt to think that he is 

| really more unclean, and more un- 
meet for God than ever he was. But 
this is but the bringing forth of that 
which lay hid before, that ſo it ma 
be taken away : This is but the riſing 
of the ſcum that it raay be taken oft: 
that theſe 2wo parts may be cut off, 
( Zech. 9.) that this filth and blood 
may be'waſhed away (ſa. 4.4.) This 
doth bur ( as the ſcouring of the vel- 
fel) gather together the impurity that 
lay ſcattered and undiſcovered be- 
fore. And though now it appear more 
than one could think tor, yet now the 
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Ver,12, impurities are pur forth, and ſo more 


cahie to be carrycd off : and -it 1s but 
ſprinkling them with clean water, and 
they become cleanſed from all their 
Imguities and Idols, Ezek.36.25. This 
is a third thing inthe Tryal, whereby 
it is tryed whether the cloſe Impuri-. 
ties may be taken away, and it is 
found that by the Spirit of Judgment 
and Burning, they may be removed , 
Iſa. 27. 9. 

Fourthly , The fery Tryal of the 
Gold, doth not onely diſcover and 
remove the droſs , but alſo melt the 
Gold u ſelf. Before it went into the 
Furnace, it was not only mixed with 
hidden impurities , but was alſo in a 
hard conſiftence,a ſolid Mettal,and fo 
not 10 apt with. eaſe to be wrought in- 
to any form according to the will of 
the Gold-ſmith, But now in the 
Furnace it becomes not onely puri- 
fied, but melted; andſois brought 
into ſuch a condition , that it may 
now with caſe be poured out and caſt 
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mto any form that the Founder pleas Ver. 2; ' 


ſeth, to make cither a Ring, or an 
other Veſſel that himſelt pleaſeth. So 
the Fiery Tryal is brought upon us 3 
that it may bring about this part of 
the Tryal in us, namely, to ſoften and 
melt us, that we may readily and ea- 
hily receive any form that he pleaferh 
to Calt us into, that he niay make of 
us, and do with us even what himſclf 
pleaſeth. And this entire Reſignati- 
on and Subjection, is that Obedience 
which we learn by the things that we 
{uffer, as is witnefled even of Chritt 
himſelf in his Fiery Tryal, Heb. ys. 7,8. 
Before we enter into the Furnace, we 
are many times hard and ftift in our 
own will, not to be wrought upon, 
nor framed into what the Lord would 
have us to be. Soit was with 1/rael; 
Jer. 9. 4-5. They will utterly ſupplant 
each other, they will walk with /landers, 
they will decerve every one his neighbour, 
and will not ſpeak the truth. Now he 
comes to conſult and ask, { verl. 7. ) 
E Flow 
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Ver.z2. How ſhall I do for the —_— of my 
—” People? What ſhall I do for or with 


ſo {tiff and wiltul a People 2 And he 
there reſolyes that he. would melt them 
and try them : He would deal with 
them as Founders do with their Met- 
tals, namely, melt them and thereby 
reduce them into ſuch a ſoft conſi- 
ſtence, that they might be made ply- 
able and yielding to any form that he 

leaſe to caſt them into. And this 
melting doth not only looſen and 
bring,into ſuch a plyable and ſoft con- 
ſiſtence, the outward part of the met- 
tall alone, but it is a through-work, 
and the inmoſt part of the metrall is 
as yielding as the outfide. So God 
kindles the Fzery Tr:all upon his peo- 
ple, that he may thereby looſen and 
ſoften the moſt inward hidden hard- 
neſs, that every thought may be car- 
ried captive into the obedience of 
Chriſt. And therefore this Fiery Triall 
works within as well as without, 
which the Greek inthe text fully inti- 

| ; mares, 


Affiitions and Sufferings. 


mates, ſaying, Think tt not ſtrange con- Ver. 12 


cerning the Fiery Triall in you, which ts 
to try you, or which happens to you for 
Trial, to prove it you may be thus dif- 
ſolved and melted down by the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and ſo made more 
capable of having his will impreſſed 


UPON YOu, 
Uſes. 


Firſt, Information. This informes Ute x, 


us, that the deſigne of the Lord mn the hot- 
teſt Fiery Tral, 1s not to deſtroy us but to 
try us, tt 15 not to conſume but refine us, 
Love is the principle of ir, wiſedowe 
and care manageth it, and therefore 
nothing but good can be the end of it: 
our own feares ſuggeſt worſe than his 
love intends. 


Secondly, Exhortation. Let ns as Uſe 2. 


the Lord cals us toit, meekly deliver up 
our ſelyes to have the whole proceſs of this 

Triall paſs upon us. As, 
\x, Letus conſent to have (by it) 
our moſtinward and hidden impuri- 
E 2 ries 
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V-r 12, ties brought to light, to be manifeſted 
: and revealed by this ſpirit of judge- 
ment and burning ; Dav:d begs tor it 
(Pſal. 139. 23.) Let us admit of it, 
and ſubmit to all means that contri- 
bute to the effecting of ir. How ſhall 
the droſs be removed it it be not ma- 
niteſted by the fhre 2 ' How ſhall the 
{cum be taken off, if it do not -riſe > 
And what will make it riſe, bur the 

fire ? | 
2. When the Lord kindles any ot 
the foreſaid heats upon us, let us then 
more peculiarly open and expoſe our 
hearts toward him, that his Spirit of 
Judgment and Burning may have a 
free acceſs into us, and effect this Fre- 
ry Tryal in us, to the diflolving of 
that cloſe hidden League, Love, and 
Covenant, that we have_made with 
Death, or any thing of Hell and Sin. 
That thoſe fleſhly earthly affeQtions , 
whereby our ſouls are at all engaged 
to the world and luſts, may be burnt 
in ſunder, that ſo we may ſpring forth 
; nro 
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into the liberty of the Sons of God. Ver.12. 


Elthu ſpeaking with relation to that 


fiery Tryal that had paſſed upon Job, 


ſaith, God doth it , that he moy with- 
draw man from hs purpoſe, end hide 
ride from man , and ſo keep back his 
life from the Pit,&c. (Jop 53.17,18.) 
Pride 1s not hid from man till he 1s 
withdrawn from his own purpole , 
from what he propolerh to himſelt , 
and purpoſeth in himſelt. We truly 
ſee nothing but what we are united 
with and joyned to. For there is a 
union between the Object and the 
Faculty, where there is any true ſenſe 
of it. And therefore we are faid to 
be eſtranged from the lite of God , 
till we are quickene(d by it, and uni- 
ted toit. And ſo Adam knew not e- 
vil till he had caten of the forbidden 
fruit,and fo became one with it. And 
therefore, as ever we would have our 
iniquities covcred, and our fins hid , 
we muſt ſubmic to have thoſe luſts 
and affections , - in which we and fin 
FM are 


-0 
Ver.12 are one, to be mortified, that ſo the 
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League and Union may be difolyed: 
And this, as alway, ſo more particu- 
larly in a time of Tribulation and 
Tryal. 

* 3. As ourIniquitics (come in the . 
Iryal} to be = coma , lo let us 
be willing to let: go this droſs. As 
the ſcum riſeth , ſo let our cry be to 
the Lord , that he that hath kindled 
the fire that diſcoversit , would alſo 
take it & remove it far away from us. 
That the /þ:rt of judgement and burn- 
zng, that hath brought forth the filth 
and blood that was in the nuddeſt of 
us, would waſh it away. That the 
two parts might be cut off and dye by 
the Circumciſion and Mortification 
that is made without hands , to the 


very putting off the body of the ſms of the 
fiefo, and all [piritual wickedneſs ; that 


ſo we might be carried on cleanſmg 
our ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfetling holineſs in the fear of 
the Lord. 


4. Let 


Aftutions and Suffermgs. _—— 
| 4. Letus learn Obedience by the Ver.x2; 
things we ſuffer. Let it be our deſire 
and joy to bg even melted in the fiery 
Tryal 3 to;jbe reduced into ſuch a 
ſubjection Md reſignation, that we 
may lie before the Lord as the melted 
mettal before the Founder,to be pou- 
red forth into what form he pleaterh : 
or as Clay before the Potter, to be 
made up into a veſſel of what taſhion, 
and for what uſe he pleaſeth ; that he 
may do with us, and take from us, and 
lay upon us what he pleaſeth, that he 
may be, and do, all in all in us. Then 
ſhall we ſee that no ſtrange thing hath 
happened to us. 


As though ſome ſtrange thing 
happened to you. 


Implying, that when the fiery Tryal 


* comes upon us, and works any of the 


foreſaid effects upon us,we ſhould not 
be affected, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
happened to us 5 or, as though ſome 

E 4 ſtrange 
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Ver.12, one, ſome ſtranger happened to come 
=—— uponus: tor ſothe word here may bc 

rendred, as well of a ſtrange one, or 
allranger, as a ftrange thing. And 
the word alſo inthe beginning of the 
'Text (which we Eugliſh z Think not 
ſtrange) doth in its firtt and'immediate 
Genification, refer to that enterfain- 
ment that we give to a ſtranger, or 
one that we have no acquaintance 
with, coming upon us by ſurprize and 
at unawares. We may take it in both 
conſiderations thus : That we ſhould 
not think of the Crofle and fiery Try- 
al, as of a ſtrange thing , as though 
ſome ſtrange thing happened to us 5 nor 
of the Lord (the Refiner) that comes 
to kindlethis Fiery Tryal upon us, as 
ofa ſtrange one, or a ſtranger, with 
whom we have no acquaintance ; but 
ſhould be affected as a people that do 
know, and can acknowledge him, 
even 1 this Fzery Tryal ; and there- 
fore with readineſs off mind, and hear- 
tine(s of good-will, receive and enter- 

tain 
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© rain him, even in this his fiery diſpen- Ver, 2+ 

C ſation. So that in theſe words, are 

Ir hinted to us, theſe three following In- 

al {tructions and Exhortations. 

fo Firſt, Strangers and ſtrange things, 

] are ſuch perſons and things ,as we have no 

(© knowledg of ,no acquaintance with. Now 

- {| when the Lord comes with his Croſſe 

Fn to viſit us, let us not look upon him 

© as a ſfrange one, Or it, as a ſtrange thing. 

d Sometime an ancient Fiend” Comes 

n ſuddenly upon us, whom we have for- 

al gotten 3 and at the firſt fight we are 

M ready to account him a ſtranger : but 

þ upon turther confidcration and diſ- 
courſe, we come to remember that he 

$ is an old acquaintance, one,that hath ., 
been our Friend, and our Fathers 

1 Friend , and then we arc willing to 

t renew our old acquain:rance with him. 
So Chriſt and his Croſſe, many times at 

the firſt approach, ſcems a y fans one, 

- and a ſtrange thing to us : But upon 

- further conſideration and converſe, 


we ſhall find that both him and it, and 
| he 
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Ver-12:hein it,have alway been the Churches 


conſtant acquaintance, though alittle 
late eaſe, peace and proſperity, may 
have made us for the preſent to have 
forgotten both him and it. And there- 
tore the Exhortafion tends to this pur- 
poſc, That we ſhould defire and en- 
deavour to renew our acquaintance 
both with it and him. Shall we only 
take acquaintance of a friend when he 
comes in apparrel of our own faſhion, 
or in cloaths that are rich and gay ; 
and diſclaim him as a ſtranger, 1t he 
come in poor habit, or in mourning ? 
This were to be better acquainted 
with his apparrel than with his perſon. 
They that are well ——_—_— with a 
man , will know him in any habit, 
though m a diſguiſe. So, ſhall we on- 
ly own and take. acquaintance with 
Chriſt, when he comes accompanied 
with comforts, pcace, plenty, caſe, 
and ſuch accommodations as arc {ui- 
table to us 5 and yet account the ſame 
Chriſt a ſtranger when he comes. "_ 

IS 
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his Croſſe, and (as a Refiner) with his Ver.12 
fire ® This ſpeaks ſmall acquaintance 


with himſelf. -To think to recerve en- 


ly good at the hands of the Lord, and not 


to recerve euid, is to think as the too- 
liſh women, (ob 2. 10.) that are ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of him that is the Truth, 2Tim. 
3. 7- The Apoſtle was of another 
mind, while he determined to 4now 
nothing among the Corinthians, but Fe- 
ſus Chriſt and him crucafied, 1 Cor.2. 2. 
which is knowing him 71 the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, by being made conform- 
able to is death, Philip. 3. 10. And 
therefore it he in this habit come as 
a ſtranger to us, ask him, and he will 
acquaint you who he is, So doth the 
Church, //a. 63. 1. IWho i this ? and 
wherefore are thy garments rea? And 
he anſwers them in both : am he that 
ſpeak in righteouſneſs, and am mighty 
to ſave. Only Ihave enemics that are 
both againſt me and you, and I came 
zn this complexion of death and ys 
that 


——_—_— 
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Ver.12. that I might deſtroy them, and de- 


liver you. 

Secondly, Strangers and ſtrange 
things, are ſuch as (being not acquainted 
with ) we are apt to be jealous of, as 
miſtruſting they come for no good , but 
rather that they hgue ſome deſign upon 
us, or ſome intent againſt us for evil; 
and therefore we would gladly be rid of 
them, And in this reſpect the Exhor- 
tation ſpeaks to this purpoſe, That 
when the Lord comes to viſit us 1n, 
and by a frery Tryal, we ſhould not be 
haſty to entertain hard thoughts of 
him or it, as though he intended, or 
had any deſign of evil againſt us, or as 
though any harm ſhould befal us by it. 
The Refiner intends no harm to his 
Gold when he kindles a fire upon it. 
No man that ſeeth it, is ſo offended at 
the Refiner as to ſay, What doth the 
man mean What, will he burn up 
and conſume ſuch precious mettal ! 
No, he would not do it if he knew 
or ſuſpected, that it would deſtroy, or 
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they that ſee him, are better acquain- 
ted with him and his deſign. They 
know the Gold cannot be conſumed: - 
it is only the drofſe againſt which the 
fire prevails. And it we had this ac- 
quaintance with God, we ſhould be 
at peace with Him ( even when he ap- 

ears as an enemy againſt us) and 
thereby good ſhould come unto us, as E- 
liphaz inftru&eth ob in relation to his 
fiery tryal, Job 22. 21. Andthere- 
tore, upon a better acquaintance with 
the Croſſe, we ſhall come to Know 
that it us for good, Jer. 24. 5,6. Heb. 
12, 10. And the being experimen- 
tally acquainted with this, is that good 


Judgment and knowledge, ( Pal, 119. 


66.) namely, the knowing that God 
in affiifling ( verl. 67.) is good , and 
doth good, (ver.6 8, 71.) and acals well 
with his ſervants, ver. 6F. 

Thirdly, Being through unacquain- 
tance, jealous and muſtruſifull of ſtran- 
gers, we gannot readily recetve and bid 
them 


in the leaſt hurt his Gold. Both he and Ver:x 2) 
— 


7% 
Ver.12. them welcome. Though we m comples 
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ment ask them to ſtay, yet we had ra- 


ther they would paſſe away from us, But 


now a Friend , though his ſtay will 
eat up, and- occaſion an expence of 
the beſt proviſion we have, yet we 
heartily bid him welcome , and' ear- 
neſtly invite him to ſtay. So when 
the Lord comes with his Fiery Try- 
al, we are too apt to think him a 


ſtrange one, and the Crofle a ſtrange 


thing , as though he dealt ſtrangely 
with us. But the Apoſtle exhorterh 
here to ſuch intimate acquaintance 
with the Crofle , and with the prin- 
ciple and deſign of the Lord in it, 
that we might even heartily invite, 
and with a ready mind receive him, 
though he came to deal with us, as 
the = rl with his Gold : That we 
might be ſo well acquainted with him 
in this work, as they were who would 
not accept of deliverance, that ſo they 
might recerue a better Reſurrettion, 
Hebr. 1x, 35. -As thoſe that would 
not 
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not let him go, though he ſeem in- Ver. 12, 
clinable to it. They ſhould have hal 
a good Reſurrection , though the 

had ( upon terms of Righteouſneſſe) 
accepted deliverance. But they knew 

that, out of this furnace they ſhould 
receive a better, and riſe in greater 
brightneſs, purity, and glory. And 
therefore this is one thinÞ ( among 
others ) that ſhall find a peculiar re- 
membrance and acknowledgement, 

at the laſt day , that even in theſe 
Diſpenſations wherein he was a ſtran- 

ger, they took him in, Matth. 25. 35. 

Let us goand do likewile, Amen. 


x Pet, 
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But Rejoyce, inaſmuch as ye are parta- 
kers of Chriſts Sufferings 5 that when 
his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be 
glad alſo with exceeding joy. 


But Repoyce. 


4 N the former Verſe, the Apoſtle 
had exhorted them, not to think 
firange concerning the fiery Tryal , not \ 
to behave themſelves toward the Croſs 
and Suffering , as toward a $tranger, 
one of whom they are jealous , and 
afraid , as with whom they have no 
acquaintance or familiarity , and fo 
miſtruſt upon what errand or deſign 
he comes : Burt rather to entertain 
and take acquaintance of it, and 
grow more and more into famikari 
with it. And now (in this Verſe) 
he comes in his Exhortation. to carry 
them on to a further atcanment ; 
namely, 
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namely , toreoice in it, as one would Ver.r . 


in an endeared Friend whom we 
heartily entertain and bid him wel- 
come with gladneſs. 

Note. (< orifleans ſhould be ſo well 
acquainted with Suſferings, as to rejoyce 
in them. The Croſs is to be taken up 
and carried, not only with Patience, 
but Cheertulneſs. Thereiore arc 
they joyned together , Colefſe 1. It. 
All Patience and Long-ſufferins with 
Joyfulneſs. 1lere take notice of two 
things. 

Firlt, That rejoy cing in Suffering ts 
a poſſible thing, It ts that which hath 
been done by man y. 'TheProphecis fixed 
ina reſolution tor 1t,that th: ouzh there 
ſhould neither be Spring, Vintage nor 
Harveſt, and fo neither Fig-tree,blot- 
ſom, nor Vine or Ohve bear, nor the 
Field yield any Meat: nay , though 
there ſhould be no breed among the 
Flocks or Heards ; or if there were, 
yet though they ſhould all be cut off 
and carried away as ſpoil and plunder 

F (tor 
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(for his Prophecy refers to the capti- 
vity by the Chaldeans, Chap. 1.6) yet 
1 will repoyce in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my Salvation, Habak. 3. 17, 
18. Asif he ſhould ſay, though Hea- 
ven & Earth ſhould both arm againſt 
us , though the diſpleaſure of God 
and the wrath of man, ſhould toge- 
ther kindle upon us to make up a frery 
Tzyal , yet heis in and by theſe fires 
2 God of Salvation, and even in theſe 
fires I will rcjoyce and joy in him. 
And as he reſolved on it, ſo the A- 
poſtle praQtiſed it, Act.5. 41. They 
departed from the preſence of the Coun- 
cl, rejoycing ; that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. 
And Paul alſo writing from his impri- 
{onment in Rome to the Colofſtans,tells 
them, He did then 7eoyce zn hes fuffe- 
rings for them , Colofl.1. 24. And 
in the ſame Chapter , verſ. 11. he 
prayes for them alſo , That they might 
be ſtrengthened to all Patience and Long- 
ſufferance with poyfulneſs. And _— 
Ore 
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fore it was not a State or Attainment Ver. 1 $4 | 


peculiar to Prophets and Apoſtles 
onely , but was a Grace and Priyi- 
ledge that (through Divine affiſtance) 
then lay, and in all ages hath lain, and 
{ſtill doth lye, within the reach and 
poſhibility of Chriſtians in general. 
The Thefſalontans , though they Ye= 
cerved the IVord in much affiftion , yet 
it was alſo wzth joy of the Holy Ghoſt , 
1 Theſ. 1. 6. And the Hebrews , 
though the Apoltle tells them , that 
they were ſuch as had need of m_—_ 
and not of ſtrong Meat (Heb. 4. 12.) 
yet they took joyfully the Faiking of 
their goods (Chap. 10. 34.) So rhat 
it is aState and Attainment poſſible to 
the loweſt condition of true Chriſtta- 
nity. And the Hiſtories and Expe- 
rience of all Ages trom thence down 
to our times , are filled with Clouds 
of witneſſes to this Truth , as may be 
{cen in the ſufferings of the —_— 
in Queen Mares time , and will (1 
hope) be till ſeen in our dayes , it 
F 2 OCCa- 
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Ver, x3. occaſion be;For why ſhould we think 


that the Lord will be more wanting 
to thoſe that fear him, now, than he 
hath been in any Age hitherto. 
Secondly, Rejoycing in ſuffering is 
not only a paſſe ble thing, but a neceſſary 
duty. It ts not ouly what hath been 
aone by many 5 but u alſo that which 
ought to be done by all, This is the 
expreſs Command of Chriſt, Luk. 6. 
22, 23. Bleſſed are you when men ſhall 
hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate 
you from their company, and ſhall re- 
proach you, and caſt out your name as 
evil for the Son of man s ſake. Rejoyce 
ye wn that day, and leap for Joy * Let 
that day be to you a day of rejoycing. 
It is indeed matter and occaſion of 
mourning and lamentation to them 
that perſecute you : but to you mat- 
ter of joy, and that inthe Lord, And 
accordingly , the Scryant of Jeſus, 
writing to tue Iwelve Tribes, ſcat- 
tered abroad , gives the like Com- 
mand in the Name of his Maſter, 
am. 


Affitttons and Sufferings. 
Jam. 1.1, 2. My Brethren, count it all 
joy when ye fall mto arvers temptatz- 
ons, or tryals, even ſuch, ſo many, 
and ſo great, as may give patrence OC- 
cahon to have her perfett work in bea- 
ring them. The equity, righteouſ- 
neſs, and reaſonableneſs ot this Com- 
mand, and of our Obedience to it, 
may be manitelted in theſe following 
Reaſons. 

Reaſornw ». That o»ght to be matter 
of joy, that tends to the advantage of 
our graces, If to obtain and vrow m 


grace, be the metter of our deſire, endea- 


Vour and delight 3 then 2t is clear and 
certain, that that contributes to this end 
muſt needs have in it a true and real 
occaſion of joy and rejoycing. Now 
the Truth and Authority of the Spirit 
of God ſpeaking in the Scriptures, 
doth plainly and abundantly teſtifie, 
That ſufferings for Chriſt and Righ- 
teouſneſs , do much advantage the 
intereſt of Grace, For, firit, they 
help to work and beget Grace in us, 

DP 3 Rom, 
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Ver.13 Rom.y.3. Tribulation worketh patience, 


and thereby experience, and thereby 
lope , that maketh not aſhamed. Tri- 
bulation is in the beginning of the 
work, and hath an influence into the 
whole production following. Chriſt, 
though a Son, yet helcarned obedzence 
by the things he ſuffered, Hebr. 5. 8. 
His ſufferings were that diſcipline, in 
and by which the Father taught and 
inſtructed him in the paſſape obedi- 
ence. So Hebr. 12. The Crofſe and 
ſhame, (ver. 2.)The contradittion of fin- 
ners,( ver. 3.) The reſiſtence to blood, 
(vCr. 4.) The chaſtenings and rebukings 
of the Lord, (ver..) they all tend and 
have an influence toward the making 
us partakers of his Life and holineſs, 
(ver. 9, 10.) Not that ſufterings do 
tormally and alone of themſelves 
work theſe things, but they are an 
Inftrument in the hand of the Spirit 
of Grace , which he makes uſe of to 
the mortitying and ſubduing in us of 
that which withitands the communi- 
cation 
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cation of his Grace, and ſo prepares Ver.x 3, 


us as veſſels mect for the reception of 
his Grace. 

Secondly, Having thus contribu- 
ted tothe producing of it, they fur- 
ther work to the cxercile of it, and 
ſo to the continuance and growth of 
it. Though a habit be gotten, yet 
it it be not uſed and exerciſed, it may 
be loſt again. As he that hath got- 
ten and Igggned the habit of Muſick, 
or Writing,or any other skill, though 
he hath attained it, yet if he do not 
ſtill praQtiſe and exerciſe it, it wall 
neither continue nor increaſe. Now 
Graces being as it were divine habits, 
God having by his Spirit, working in 
and by the Sufferings, produced them 
inus; he doth by the like means, 
exerciſe us in the uſe and praCtice of 
them ; that ſo they may be both con- 
tinued and encreaſed in us. So Heb. 
I2. 11. it is ſaid, IVeareexerciſed by 
the chaſtening : As Wreſtlers, or Fen- 
cers , uſe a frequent exerciſe of them- 
= 6-2 ſelves 
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Ver.x3. ſelves in thoſe things, that they may 


become pertectcd 1 their sKill, and 
{o when occaſion is,may have the Ma- 
ftery, and obcain the prize. Now Sut- 
terings do naturally and neceflarily 
draw torth Patience, Faith, Hope , 
Selt-dcnyal, &c. into exerciſe : they 
contribute to the ſtirring up theſe 
Gitrs of Godin us, and draw them 
forth: into employment and practiſe, 
whereby they become bath continu- 
ed and encreaſed in us. 

' Thirdly, By being thus exerciſed, 
they become alto tryed and proved, 
that ſo they may be approved. So 
1 Pet.4.12.The frery tryal is to try us. 
And 1 Pet.1.6,7. the manitold temp- 
rations are for the tryal of Faith that 
7s more precious than Gold, 1 Pet.1.6,7. 
Gold 1s then approved as right and 
fine, when it proves wholly incom- 
buttible in the fire. So Faith and o0- 
ther Graces, arc then proved to be of 


an 1ncorruptible kind » apart of the 


Divine Nature, begotten of an 1m- 
mortal 
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mortal Seed by the Eternal Spirit , Ver.ry. 


when they abide though a Fiery Try- 
al paſs upon them. The truc Up- 
rightneſs can dwell in Everlaſting Bur- 
nings and DevouringÞ tre,Ma.z3.1 3,14 
It was a proof that it was the Seed of 
theKingdom,and alſo that the ground 
into which it was ſown , was good 
oround, in that when the Sun aroſe 
with ſcorching heat upon it ( as well 
as upon the thorny ground ) that yet 
it withered not away ; but was only 
ripened into further truittulneſs, by 
that heat which burng, up the other , 
Matth.13. Now pu all cheſe toge- 
ther, and it muſt needs be yielded , 
That Sufterings v/i1ch contribute to 
the producing, EXC rciting,umprov ing, 
trying and evidencing of Gur Grace , 
have in them true and real occaſions 
of Rejoycings. 

Reaſon 2. That which 1s any part of 
our bleſſe, nfo and happineſs, muſt needs 
be matter of foy and Rejoycing. But 
NOW OUT Sufferings for Chriſt and Righ- 


teouſneſs, 


Safety and Sweets in 


Ver-x 3. teouſneſs , are a part of our bleſſeaneſs 


and happineſs here, It is true, there is 
to be a {tate of Blefledneſs and Hap- 
pineſs, wherein there ſhall be no more 
crying, ſorrow, ſuffering, or death, 
Barone part of that Blefledneſs wher- 
in we are made happy here, conſiſts 
ina tellowſhip with, and conformity 
to the death and ſuffering of Chriſt. 
And though tooliſh fleſh and blood, 
account and is ready to call ita great 
unhappineſs here , to fall into many 
and divers Tribulations : yetit is moſt 
certain and nyaniteſt, that a part of 
our preſent portion in Bleltedneſs , 
confi{ts in taking up and carrying the 
Croſs. Chriſt himſelt ( who beſt knew 
wherein Blefledneſs conſiſted ) faith 
expreſly , that they are bleſſed which 
are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs, Matth, 
5.10, Andagan, ( verl. 11.) Bleſſed 
are ye when men ſhall reve, perſecute, 
and ſay all manner of evil againſt you 
falſely for my ſake. There are gene- 
rally reckoned eight Beatitudes , or 
| cight 
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eight ſeveral ſtates or conditions, that Ver. 1 3 


Chrilt ( in that Chapter) pronounceth 
to be Blefled. Now this of a ſtate 
of Suffering tor him , is the laſt. And 
becayſec fleſh and blood was moſt rea- 
dy to cavil and except againſt this, as 
though this were a condition in which 
there were no Bleſſedneſs : therefore 
this hath by Chriſt here a double Bleſ- 
ling beſtowed upon it, not only to 
prove the greater certainty of it{ Exod. 
41.32.) but alſo to hint, that there 1s 
the more abundant Blefledneſs in 
ſuch a ſtate, by how much fleſh and 
blood thinks there is none. And the 
Apoſtle and Servant of the Lord , is 
herein of the ſame mind with his Ma- 
ſter, Jam.5. 11. Beheld we count them 
happy which endure 3 which endure as 
the Prophets endured ( for their Te- 
{timony of the Word ot the Lord ) or 
which endureas Job endured ( for the 
tryal and proof of his tear, uprightneſs 
and patience. ) For this Happineſs is 
placed between both theſe Inſtances, 
gs referring to both, Reaſon 


92 
Ver.13. 


Safety and Sweets in 
Reaſon 3. That which zs not only 


part of our Blefſedneſs here , but alſs 
greatens our Reward and Bleſſedneſs 


hereafter, muſt needs afford in 1t ſelf 


matter of Joy and Rejoycing. Ang that 
Sufferings do fo , Chritt himfelt af- 
{ures us, Matt. 5.12. And therefore 


* he there layes that as the ground of 


their Rejoycing and being exceeding 
lad, when they are perſccuted, not 
only becauſe the Kingdom of Heaven 
was theirs , but alſo their portron and 
reward in that Kingdon was great : 
and we may reſt in this his aflurance. 
For he came from thence , and all 
judgment is committed to him , and 
by his appointment ſhall the ſeveral 
Manhons 1n his Fathers houſe be diſ- 
penſed : and therefore ke very well 
knows whoſe reward there ſhall be 
great. Hereupon it was, that ſome 
did not accept deliverance from their 


Tortures , that they might obtain a 


better Reſurrethion, Hebr.11. 35. Be- 


13g Behevers , though they had been 
deli- 
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delivered , yet they ſhould have had Ver. ;- 


a good Reſurrection 3 but that 
they might riſe to a better reward , 

they choſe ſuffering rather than deli- 
verance. Now put : all theſe together, 
and it muſt nceds be granted, Thar 
that which adyanceth the intereſt of 
grace, andis a part of our blefledneſs 
here, and ſerves to greaten our 
reward hereafter, cannot but have in 
it ſerious and ſolid occaſion of joy. 

For if we will rejoyce in any thing 


here, orany thing hereatter, - we ſee 


ſufferings have an influence into 
both. 

Object. Apgainlt this , there may 
be Objected that of the Apoltle, Heb. 
12.11. Now nochaſtning for the pre- 
ſent ſeemeth to be poyous, but grievous. 

Sol.1. He doth not in thoſe words 
ſpeak of what they are in themſelves, 
but what they ſeem to be : they ſeem 
not to be joyous, or of or belonging 
to joy , but of or belonging to ſor- 
row, (as the Greek intimates) Now 
though 


94 


Ver.1 3. 
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though they may ſeern grievous to 
us, that is, things pertaining to grief, 
and to be grieved tor : yet they may 
jn themfelves , or in their ule at leaſt, 
be joyous 3 that is, things pertai- 
ning to joy, and to be rejoyced in. 
Though winterly and rainy weather 
ſeems no cheertul weather, yet there 
are ſeaſons wherein it cheers the heart 
of the Husband-man to {ce it, and 
he can willingly at ſome time be con- 
tended with gladneſs to be ſoundly 
wet, in regard of the great good that 
it brings him in the main. So. the 
tim2 ot weeping is beautitul (and fo 
dclighttul) in its ſcaſon, as well as the 
time of laughter, Eccleſ. 3. 4, 11. 
And the Apoſtle (in that tweltth to 
the Hebrews ) is purpoſely ſhewing 
the great good and uſctulneſs that 
really isinthe chaſtening ofthe Lord. 
And knowing how ready fleſh and 
blood would be to reply againſt this, 
and nor to ſavonr it, he comes in this 
eleventh yerſc,to ſhew, that though it 


ſeem 
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ſeem grzevous , yetitis indeed joyous, Ver. 13 
for it works the quiet fruit of Righteouſ- 
neſs to them that are exerciſed thereby. 

And withal he doth by this comfort 
them: that if any ſhould ſay, yea,ir 

is {o indeed to them that rejoyce in it, 

and ſubnut in all long-ſuftering with 
eladneſs : but alas ! to me it is ſo far 

trom being ſo , that ro me it ſeems 
grievous. I ſay, to comfort them 
againſt ſuch ſurmiſes , he fubjoyns 

this , that though it ſhould tor the 
preſent ſeem grievous to fleſh and 
blood , yer this ſhall not wholly dif- 
appoint the fruit and good of it. For 

not onely that chaſtening that for the 
preſent ſeems joyous, but cyen that 
chaſtening alfo that tor the preſent is 

(to ſeeming and ſence) grievous to be 

born, yet (notwithſtang that preſent 
appearing grievance) even that very 
chaſtening ſhall afterward work and 
produce the peaceable truit of righ- 
teouſneſs : and therefore, even that 

alſo isto be rejayced in , in hope at 
leaſt, 


G6 
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Ver,xz. leaſt, though not in the preſent ſence 


of it. For therc is a twotold joy 
concerning Tribulation, Rom. F. 2,3. 
One is a joy in hope, ina hope that 
what ſeems at preſent grievous, will 
aiterward bring forth ſomething tor 
our good, and the glory of God, But 
(faith the Apoſtle) not only 10, but we 


glory in the Tribulation, we tind that 


preſent in it, that makes us not only 
joy in hope of what it will be to us, 
but even glory while we are utit, 
Sol. 2, The Apoſtle in that place 
(Heb. 12.11.) doth not intend uni- 
verſally to deny the preſent appear- 
ance of joyfulntſs to all in every cha- 
ſtening. In the Greek it is, All cha- 
ſtening doth not ſeem joyous : which ra- 
ther implies, that ſome chaſtening (at 
leaſt to ſome per{ons)doth ſcem joyous. 
So he himſelt g/oried im Tribulations, 
and rejoyced im his $ ufferings at Rome, 
(Col. r. 24.) And heteſtifies of theſe 
very Hebrews , that they themſelves 


had taken wth joy the ſpotleng of their 


goods, 
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foods, ( Hebr. 10. 34.) And theretore Ver.x z, 


their own experience coulc teltiiie, 
that ſome chattenings had in them (at 
ſome times at lealt, and ro ſome per- 
ſons ) even a preſent appearance of 
Joyfulneſs. 

Sol. 3. But though no chaſtenins 
did tor the preſent ſeem joyous, yet we 
are to conhider what that 1s to which 
it doth not /cem joyous, namely, not 
to fleſh, and to that which 1s of man; 
which (eſpecially in the caſe of the 
Croſs ) ſavours not the things that be 
of God, ( Matth.16, 23.) But to the 
Law of the mind,to the new creature, 
to that which is of God in the Chri- 
{tian, there is a preſent appearance 
and ſence of joyfulneſſe in the chaſten- 
ing, becauſe that favours the reaſon 
and uſetulnefle of it. And theretore 
even while the Outward man lan- 
guiſhes:, periſhes, and complains un- 
der the {utfering , the Inward man 1s 
renewed day by day, and enjoyes and 
excrciſes a deep ſecret content and 
G COMm- 


GY 


Safety and Sweets in 


Ver-13: complacency, rejoyCing in ſome taſte 


— and further hope of the Glory of 


God, not looking at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are not 
ſeen, viz. by the Outward man, 2 Cor. 


4. 16,1718. 
Uſes 

Secing that,Rejoycing in Suffering 
15 a thing fo poſſible , and a Dury 1o 
neceſlary, fo reaſonable & equitable, 
Let the remembrance hereof” abide with 
us, as aword of Exhortation , daily 
warning , and awakening us ,to make to- 


ward, and come up to the performance of 


i+.1t we will 2ve godly tn Chriſt Jeſus,we 
are like to ſuffer perſecution; & we ſhall 
not fulfill our Sufferings,nor undergo 
them, as becomes us,it we be not able 
in ſome meaſurc to rejoyce in them, 
It we will follow Chriſt,let us not only 
conſult, how we may decline and 
avoid the Croſs, but rather prepare, 
and addreſs our felvcs to take 1t up, 
and bear zt ; and that not only with 
patience , but alſo with cheerfulneſſe. 

Ler 
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ofe | Let us not fay , this is ahard Leſſon, Ver. 1 3 
ich | who can learnic? There is one with OO 
nos | 5 that doth teach us, and is alſo able 
or. (19 make us learn it. He for whom 
we ſuffer, ſuffers with us. He re Joiceth 
that we are made able and willing to 
ng ſuffer tor him : and he alſo will ( in 
5 | this his joy over us) make us rejoyCe 
in our Sutferings tor him : Let bur us 
conſent, incline, and apply our hearts 
ily toit, and he will work 71 us both the 
will and the deed, of his good pleaſure, 
of And for our quickening and turther- 
ance herein , we ſhall propoſe ſome 
Conſiderations, as Motives, and ſome 
all 
Counſels, as Means hereunto. 


Je Mot ive ſ, 

m. 1. WWitle we. are witheld from 
ily repoycing in tribulation, we loſe part of 
1d | our prruiledge, part of that joy that by 
e, | way of prrviledge belongs to us. We have 
mY ſeen in our times with what zeal and 
> | heat, men have contcnded tor what 
72, | hey counted their priviledges : Now 
er | itis a part oftheChriſtians priviledge, 
2 tO 
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Ver. 13. to rejoyce in the Lord alwayes , in all 
—— ſtates and conditions. It is true, the 
fulneſfic and periceCtion of this privi- 
ledze, is reſerved for hereafter, when 

. we ſhall enter into the joy of our Lord, 
and rejoyce in thac preſence where ts 
fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for ever- 
more, But ch2r« 1s alſo granted as a 
priviiedge to the Chriſtian here, ro 
rejoyce .in a very enlarged and 
extent:ve joy, that ſprings up in, and 
to them, in every condition. It is the 
Chriſtians priviledge , not only to 
know the truth, ( Matth. 13. 11.) but 
alſo to rejoyce int, 1 Cor. 13. 6. not 
only to pray , but to be made joyful 
in the Houſe of prayer, ( 1ſa. 56.7.)not 
only to prazſe, but to praiſe with joyfull 
lips, (Pal.6 3.5.) notonly to belzeve, 
but alſo to be /i/led with joy and peace 
?n believins, ( Rom. 15.13.) and to 
rejoyce with joy unſpeakable,and full of 
glory, ( 1 Pet.1,8.) And, asin other 
things, ſo in this alſo , it is notonly 
given to the Chriſtian,as a priviledge 
ro 
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to ſuffer for h1s ſake, (Phil. 1. 29.) but Ver. 1.3 


alſo to rejoyce in theſe ſufferings, Col.1 
24. Why then ſhould we fo tar liſten 
tothe reaſonings of fleſh and blood, 
as to ſufter our ſelves to be difap- 
pointed of that joy that is part of our 
priviledge ? 

2. While we are withbeld from re- 
Joycing in Tribulation, we fall ſhort of 
part of our duty. For it1s not only a 
priviledge allowed, but even a duty 
impoſed upon us, (as hath been be- 
fore nuaniteſted.) And therefore, if 
we have reſpect to all his Command- 
ments, ( Plal. 119. 6.) why ſhould we 
not haye reſpect to this alſo > Why 
ſhould we not make conſcience of re- 
Joyems in ſufferings, as well as of ſub- 
mitting to them ? And why ſhouldit 
not as well be accounted a diſobedi- 
ence and fin,not to be' joyful in them, 
as not to be patzent in them ? The 
ſame God that commands the one, 
injoyns the other alſo. And he hath 


commanded his People nothing but 
G 3 that 
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Ver. 13 that wherein he intends to aflift them 


in the performance of it. He very 
well knew what he commanded, and 
did perfectly underſtand their frame 
to whom he commanded it. Let us 
hope in him. We ſhall be able to do 
itand all things through him ſtreng- 
thening us. 
Means. 

1. As ever you expect to be made able 
to rejoyce in Tribulation , fo take heed 
of hearkning to the reaſonings of fleſh 
and blood. It is that of which even im- 
proved Chriſtians are in danger, and 
by which even ſuch have been enſna- 
red, and that very ſuddenly. Peter 
contefleth Chriſt to be the Son of the 
[rving God. Hereupon Chriſt pro- 
nounceth him bleſſed, and tels him, 
that fleſh and blood had not revealed this 
unto him, but the heavenly Father 3 and 
makes known himſelt ( thus conteſ- 
ted) the Rock , againſt which the gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail ; and gives 
Peter the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 


Ven, 
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my ven, Matth.16. 16,--19. Andyctime Ver, Ver.r3, 
' | mediatly when Chriſt began to ſpeak 
nc } ofhis $ ufferings and Death, Peter took 
"c | him, and began to rebuke him , ſay- 
1 ing , Be i far from thee, Lord, this 


ſpall not beunto thee : Infomuch that 
: Chriſt called him Satan, told him he 

was an offence to him, bid him "of be- 
\, | hind him, for he favoured not the things 
ue | that were of God, but thoſe that be of 
ea | men, ver. 21, 22, 23. It is wonder- 
/> | full tro obſerve how \uddenly Peter, 
n- | (thathad but juſt now been raiſed a- 
:d | bove the apprehenſions of fleſh and 
a- | blood, into a Revelation of Chrilt 
er | tromthe Father) is entangled again 
le | inthe fleſhly favour, and by conſult- 
>- | ing ith the carnal mind, comes pre- 
1, | ſentlyto ſtumble at the Crofſe, and to 
us | put it far away. And therefore as 
d Chriſt here, bids Peter get behind him, | 
{- that ſo he might not ffand i in his way j 
2} by his carnal favour, to hinder or ob- } 
'S itruct his prepared mind from pal- | 
= | fingontothe Croſſe, that was now in 
, G 4 his 
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his view. So when any thing of the 
Croſs preſents it ſelt to-us, we ſhould 
calt all reaſonings of fleſh and blood 
behind our backs : for that (not ſa- 
vouring the things of God) will ren- 
der the Croſs unfavoury to us (it Can 
find no taſt in the fruitof that tree) 
and ſo prevent our bearing it either 
with Patience , or Joy. We ſhould. 
rather conſult with, = {ct betore us, 
what Chrilt ſaith, ver/.24,25. If any 
man will come after me , let him deny 
himſelf and take up his Croſs. And 

wicever w:ll ſave his life ſhall looſe tt. 
2, Luve not the world, netther the 
) that are in the world, If any man 
le the morld , the Love of the Fath '&r 
75 not in him (1x Joh.2.15.) And he that 
loves not God , can never truly do 
any thing tor God, much lefle can he 
endurc any thing for him; and leaſt of 
all can he ever be able to endure it 
with joy. For joy in any thing ſprings 
trom a love that we bear to ſomewhat 
that is in that thing : Now the 
friend- 
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friendſh1þ of this world is enmity againſt Ver.1 Vert 3; 
God, ( Jam. 4.4. ) And that which is 
od enmity againſt God, will withhold us 
la- | from ever rejoy. b_ 11 that of God, 

n- | wherein the Sytri: o. rats World hath 
an | no taſtc or favour. And therefore 
e) | Chriſt, when he is Hud {uffer- 
ef | ing, upor che occaſion of Peters 
Id J offence, he ſcafonably adds this;}/hat 
Is, | ſhall it profit a man to gain the whole 
ny | world,and loſe his own ſoul? Mat. 1 6.26. 
zy | implying, that in the caſe of the Croſs, 
id | the love of this world would much 
endanger the lofle ot our Soules, by 


þe | enticing us ( though by unrighteoul- 
mm | neſs) rodecline the Crofts, and deny 
er the Lord, that we might love our 
at lives,and gain the world. And withall 
Q aſſuring us , that ſuch a gain of the 
e | whole World would not reCOMPCnCce 
ft the tofle of one Soul : and we may 
it bind upon the truth of it. Chriſt 
'S throughly underſtood the value and 
t worth of Soules. He that hath traded 
. in the purchaſe of any thing, is moſt 
- likely 


Ver-x3-likely to know the worth of that 
thing. Now Chriſt came as a Shepherd 
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and Biſhop of Soules, to buy us with a 
price( x Cor.6.20) And bought us at 
as low a price as the juſtice of the 
[Father could afford us. And in this 
his purchaſing of us, he found that 
' corruptible things ( as Silver and Gold ) 
' Could not redeem us. Soules were 
' things of higher worth , than to be 
; purchaſed by all the World, & there- 
fore it is not all the world that can 
'recompence the loſs of our Soules, 
[Let us therefore more and more 
looſen our hearts from the love of the 
World, and endeavour to have them 
more and more fixed and enflamed in 
love to the Lord. So ſhall we be 
delivered from that which would 
otherwiſe hinder our ſuffering with 
cheertulneſſe ; and ſhall be found in 
that from whence ſpringeth joyfulneſs 
even 1n tribulation, But it we love the 
World, we ſhall rejoyce in it: and it 
we rejoyce in it, how ſhall we at all be 
ablc 
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It, 
3. Endeavour to pet @ right under- 


ſtanding of the Croſs , and Sufferings. 


Light and Gladneſſe are Companions. 


( Efth.8.16. ) We ſhould more cafily Plal, 79 
rejoice in them,it we did more clearly 11. 


underſtand them. This appears by 
the connexion of this Verſe with the 
tormer : Count them not ſtrange, but 
rejoyce: As implying, that we ſhould 
ſurely rejoyce in them, it we were 
better acquainted with them. SoRom. 
5.3. We plory in Tribulations alſo, 
knowing that Tribulation worketh 
Patience 5 1ntimating, "That his glory- 
ing in them, ſprung trom his know- 
ing the working of theta. And a- 
gan, Jam. t, 2-3. Cont if as Joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations 5 
knowmg this , that the Tryal of your 
Faith worketh patience. fs 1t he ſhould 


* fay, If ye did but fully know the 


fruit and work of them , you could 
not but account it all Joy when you 


fall 


able to joy and rejoyce in the lofſe of Ver. 13 
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Ver.13. fall into them. And here conſider ; 
that you may know them ( among 
others ) in theſe three following par- 
ticulars, 

Firſt, In their Nature, what they 
are, 473. a participation of the Suffe- 
rings of Chriſt, as it tollows in the 
Text; a conformity to, and a fellow- 
ſhip with his Death, 

Secondly,In their Original,whence | 
they are, oz. aCup that the Father 
gives to drink (John 18.11.) A chalt- 
ning from the Father of ſpirits (Heb. 
12.9.) which he adminiſters in mea- 
fare and proportion ( 1 Cor.10, 13.) 
11 /ove and affettion, {Hebr.1 2.6.) in 
truth and faithfulneſs ( Plal.119. 75.) 

Thirdly,In their End and Ule, vz. 
to purge and take away ſm, (114.27. 9.) 
to try and exerciſe that which 1s good 772 
225, and to makeus partakers of his 
own Life and Holineſs here , and to 
greaten our reward hereafter , as was 
ſhewen before. Now it we clearly 


ſaw and knew theſe things , it could 
not 
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- Dot but enkindle a joy and delight in Ver. xz. 
the inward man, even as to thoſe a 


things that adminiſter anguiſh to the 
outward man. | 
4. Apply thy heart ma ſerious at- 
tendance to the Call and Command of the 
word,that requires this rejoycing of thee. 


For Gods end in giving forth the 


Command , was not onely that we 
ſhould know what he requires of us, 
and expects from us: bur alſo that 
he might by the Command convey 
the thing it ſelf ro us, and work it in 
us. He hath given forth his Will, and 
that Righteouſneſs that is enjoyned, 
into the Command that enjoyns it. 
For God hath given forth all his 
Commands and Promiſes through 
Chriſt , who is his own eternally be- 
gottenWord,filled with all the fulneſs 
of God. And to being diſpenced 
through him , they come torth enri- 
ched with his fulneſs. Now then 
when the heart in holy Meditation 


and a preparedneſs of ſubjection and 
reſigna- 
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Ver. 3. reſignation, draws nigh to, and hum- 
bles it ſelf before the Command of 


Gpd, the Lord doth by the Word 
convey and give forth the good thing 
it ſelf, which the Command or Pro- 
miſe hath init. So inreading this 
Command (think not ſtrange concern- 
ing the fiery Tryal, &c. But rejoyce,&c. 
Set your ſelves before the Lord, and 
Ict your heart exerciſc it ſelf toward 
him in this or the like manner. Lord 
thou here commandeſt that I ſhould 
rejoyce inthe fiery Tryal: 1 conſent 
to this thy Command, that it is Holy, 
ſuſtand Good. Behold, I open my 
mouth and pant toward thee, in lon- 
ging for this thy Precept (P/al. 119. 
131.) The good thing commanded 
in it, my Soul is after it, andthirſts 
for it. And therefore I here humble 
my felt (as I am able) before thy Will 
& requiring in it.OOverſpread my Soul 
with this thy good Word , and by it 
impreſs thy Will into mine heart, that 
{o the good thing required of me, 
may 
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may by thee, the Father of Spirits, be Ver. 14 
hereby brought forth in me. 
; 5. Prayer. This was the means 
| that the Apoſtle made uſe of, that the 
Coloſſians might be ſtrengthened to all 
patrence and long-ſufferance, with joy- 
fulneſs, Col. 1. 9, 11. And if hethus 
: ſought it for them, then ſurely it was 
a proper means for themſelves to 
make uſe of. And in your ſuppli- 
cations, beg for the joy it ſelf. And 
beg alſo tor thoſe things that proper- 
ly tend to it, and produce it. - As for 
inſtance, 'That you may have the evi- 
dence of Juſtification and Reconci- 
liation 3 for then follows the glorying 
in Tribulation, Rom. 5. 1, 3. Again, 
that you may be ſtrengthened with all 
mght, according to his glorious power: 
for it is this that ſupports to the Long- 
ſufferance with joyfulneſs, Col.1. 11. 
And ſo alfo, tor the Spirit of J/i/dom 
and Revelation, in the knowledge of 
Chriſt ; whereby you may know what 
is the riches of the glory of his inhe- 


ritance 
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Ver. x3 ritance in the Saints, and ſo in your 

— ſelves, Eph. x. 16,18. This made 
the Hebrews take with joy the ſpoiling 
of thetr goods, Hebr. 10. 34. not 10 
nauch knoweng in themſelues, that they 
had, &c. as. knowing that they had in 
themſelves a better ,g5c.tor ſo theGreek 
rather requires it to be read. So al- 
ſo, for the encreaſe of Faith, which was 
that by which they /uffered, Heb. 1 1, 
the whole Chapter. 


| Inas much as ye are partakers of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt. 


The Apoſtle had in the former 
words enjoyned them.to 7ejoyce in the 
fiery tryal : And knowing how averſe 
fleſh and blood would be to this duty, 
he comes now to inforce the Exhor- 
tation by a double Reaſon : The one 
taken from the conſideration of what 
the fiery tryal is to them at the pre- 
ſent, viz. A participation of Chriſts 
OSufferings , as is exprefied in theſe 

words, 
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words. The other, taken from the 
confideration of what it will be to 
them hereatter,at the revelation of his 
Glory, viz an cccaſton of veing glad 
witl; EXCEedmns 7 Jo} in the following 
words. So that tiheſe words hold torth 
to us; the {irſt ot thoſe reaſons where- 
by the Apoltle endeavours to make 
his Exhortation take place in them , 
name ly ;that therctore they ſhould re- 

Joyce 1:1 the fry tryal, becauſe they 
are therein and thereby, made parta- 
kers of Chriſts ſafferinos, or have com- 
munion 1n, and follouihi 1p with the 
ſutterings of Chriſt, as the Greek 
word intimates. 

Note. The Sufferings of the true 

Chriſttan, are a part icipation of, or.a 
communion and fellowſhip with the fuf- 


ferings of Chriſt, or with Chriſt im his 


ſufferings. Now the true Chrittian 
Sufferin gs are manitold and of divers 
ſorts, Jam. 1.2. 1Pet.1.6. And yet 
he that is a true Chriſtian, to him they 


are all a participation of the ſufferings 
H of 
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Ver-13- of Chriſt, We ſhall inſtance andevi- 

—— dence the truth hereof in theſe two | * 
following particulars, If 


1. In Sufferings for Obeatence to 
Chriſt. S# 

When that which 15 the formal, 
_ and viſible occaſion of our | 
{ufferings, is ſomewhat wherein we | * 
obey Chriſt, either in the protefſion 
of him and his Truth, orin the pra- | ' 
ice of his Worſhip. When we cei- 
ther believe or practiſe what he hath 
enjoyned,or refuſe, torbear and teſti- 
fie againſt what he hath forbidden, 
and tor ſo doing come to ſuffer, whe- 
ther it be by reproach,reſtraint, pains, 
lofle, death, or thelike ; then do we 
ſuffer for Chriſt, and for our obedi- 
ence to him. It 1s for his ſake we 
ſuffer : For it we could deny him, and 
withhold from acknowledging and 
obeying him, we might prevent theſe 
ſufferings. Now in theſe ſufferings, 
there 1s cauſe to yrejoyce, in as much 

as 


'- 
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ings are his ſufferings. 

Firſt, Interpretatively, in as much 
as he ſets up all upon his own ſcore 
that is done to any of his, or for his 
ſake, be it good or evils he accounts 
and reckons all that, as done to him- 
ſelf, and it ſhall receive the like re- 
compence as if it had been done to 
himſelf. 

x. Thus all the good that is done 
to, and for his, he accounts as done 
to himſelf, and will ſo account and 
proclaim it to be, in the day of his 
righteous judgment, Mat. 25. 35,to 
40, He ſhall then ſay, / was hungry, 
and ye gave me meat, gave me drink , 
took me in, cloathed me,uiſited me, came 
to mem priſon. Then ſhall the Righ- 
teous ask, [hen ſaw we thee thus, and 
did thus to thee ® And the King ſhall 
anſwer, Verily, T ſay unto you, Inaſ- 
much as ye have done it to one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have dune 
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as in them we are partakers of the Ver. 13 
ſufferings of Chriſt 5 For ſuch ſuffer- 
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Ve. x3. 7t untome. And the reaſon why , 4 


Cup of cold Water only to one of his 
little ones in his Name, ( which Mark 
9.41. 1s, becauſe they belong to him) 
ſhall not loſe its reward, is, becaulc 
there is ſuch a relation between him 
and them, that he that rece:veth them, 
is accounted to receruve tim, Matth. 
LI. 40, 42, 

2. Thus alſo all the evil that is done 
againſt rhem, he accounts it as done 
to himfelt, He that toucheth them 
(tor hurt ) toucheth the Apple of his 
Lye, Zech, 2. 8, And while Saul was 
breathing out threatnings and flaugh- 
ter againſt the Church of Chriſt, he 
himſelf calls unto him, ſaying , Sat, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? 1 am 
Jeſus, whom thou perſecuteſt, Att. 9. q, 
5. He accounted himiſclt perſecuted 
in the perſecutions of his People. 
And ſo at the lait day, he ſhall declare 
to the Goats, that in as much as they 
did not ſuch and ſuch things to one 
of the leaſt of his, they did it not to him, 

: Mat. 
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Mat.25.45. Where note two things, Ver. 3, 
Firſt, That Chriſt here in the preſence 


of all Men and Angels, owns himſelf 
concerned in what is done againſt, 

though but One of his ; Yedidit to 
One , and ye did it not to One : So 
that every individual Chriſtian that is 
truly Chriſts, is in his particular and 
perſonal ſufferings, partaker of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt. He acknow- 
ledgeth not only the ſufferings of the 
whole Body to be his, but even the 
{ufferings ot each particular member. 

So that though one Chriſtian ſhould 
ſuffer alone, yet doth he therein par- 
take of. Chriſt's ſufferings , theygare 
his portion in thoſe ſutierings That 
Chriit doth count and will call his. 

Secondly, This belongs not only to 
one, ſuch as is an eminent Member in 
his Body , but to one of the /zttle ones 
that believe in him, ( Matth. 19. 42. 
Mark 9. 42. ) yea, to one of the leaſt 
of his Brethren, Mat. 25. 40, 45. SO 
that there is not any one Chriſtian, 
H 3 that 
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and loweit attainment) bur all his ſuf- 
tcrings for Chriſt are a paructpation of, 
a fellowſhip with the ſuſferiugs of Chriſt, 
and fo an occaſion of reoycmg. 
Secondly , Sufferings for Chriſt, 
are ſo, not only nterpretatvely, by 
Chrifts accounting them done to 
himſelf : but they are alſo really and 
formally ſo. For that which provokes, 
awakens, and draws on the perſecu- 
tion 11 this caſe,is ſomewhat of Chriſt 
and his Spirit, dwelling in me, and 
appearing and working, or witneſ- 
fing by me. And the perſecution, 
though it be granted to be primarily 
at my perſon , yet it is priucipally 


againſt that of Chritt that appears in 


me. It is that againſt. which they are 
more offended, than againſt the per- 
ſon of the Chriflian, Which plainly 
appears by this, That they could be 
at peace with the perſon, if he would 
deny, forlake and ſuppreſs that of 
Chriſt that manifeſts it ſelf in him. 
And 
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they imagine miſchief (P1.62,3.)is to be 
underſtood of Chriſt. Itis him one- 
ly wiom they conſult to caft down from 
bu Excellency (verl.4.) even him who 
is, That Man (Ac.17.31.) the Mar 
Chriſt Jeſus (x Tim. 2. 5.) And there- 
fore he being the Butt that is princt- 
pally ſhot at, and the perſon of the 
Chriſtian but ſecondarily and for his 
ſake, 1t muſtneeds be, that the ſuffe- 
rin 83 are his, and that therefore in the 
enduring them , the Chriſtian hath 
communion and fellowſhip with 
Chriſt in his ſufferings. 

Thirdly, The Chriſtians Sufferings 
in this kind, are a partzcrpatzon of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, as being but a part 
of that which is behind of Chrifts 
Sufferings. So they are called, Col. 
1.24. Who now rgoyce im my Suffe- 
rings for yous and fill up that which us 
behind of the Afflittions of Chriſt in my 
fleſh. The Apoſtle was now Priſoner 
at Rome for the Teſtimony of Chriſt. 
H 4 And 
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Ver. x 2, 


- 


And what he there endured, he calts 
his Sufferings, in the beginning of tae 
Verſe ( who now repoyce in my Suffe- 
rings) becauſc they were undergone 
12 his perſon. And yet he afterward 
calls them , That which xs behind (or . 
as the Greck intimates , The remain- 
#ders) of the Sufferings of Chriſt in my 
feb. Though he underwent them 
in his perſonal fleſh , yet they were 
the remainders of the AMictions of 
Chriſt. Tor the. better underſtand- 
ing whereof, take notice, That there 
was a Meaſure or Cup of Afictions , 
given forth by the Father, which was 
to be drunk off by Chriſt and his 
People. This is that which 1s hinted, 
Mark 13. 30. Ye ſhall inated drink of 
the Cu) at I arink off. It was the 
ſameCup of which he in his ſufterings 
drank , that they alſo were after to 
drink of. Now Chrilt in his perſo- 
nal Sufferin2s, drank of that meaſure 
and proportion or theſe Suiferings, 
that was appointed him, John 18.11. 
The 


Aﬀuttions and Sufferings. x21 


The Cup which my Father hath gruen me Ver.z3; 


(to drink in my own perſon) fall 
not drink it ® But there 1s ſomewhat 
behind , there are yet remainders of 
theſe AﬀMictions of Chriſt, which are 
that meaſure and proportion of this 
Cup, that 1s ſucceftively to be drunk 
of, by his whole Body. Chriſt did 
(as it were) begin, and each Mem- 
ber of his Body mult pledge him out 
of the ſame Cup , and be Baptized 
into the ſame Baptiſm. Nowas our 
drinking of the Cu p of Bleſſing, 15a 
Communion or Part:cijatzon of the 
blood of Chriſt ( 1 Cor. 10. 16.) So 
when we drink of his Cup of Suffe- 
ring, it 18a Communion and Participa= 
tion of the Croſs and Suffering of 
(: briſt. : o 


Fourthly , Such Sujferings are a 
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 Part:cipatton of þ:5 Sufferings , 1n re 


gard that they winch /ujfer are his 
and fo they being his, their Sufferings 
are his alſo. The ſufferings of any 
member of the body , are alſo the 

(\uffe- 
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Ver-z3. ſufferings of the Head : and there is 


a mutual participation in the ſuffe- 
rings. Theabule and violence offe- 
red to our own Children , we take as 
ours, eſpecially if they become ſub- 
jected to thoſe ſufferings for our 
ſake. And ſo we ſuffering in that 
wherein he alſo ſuffers, we are there- 
in made partakers of his Sufferings. 
And thelc are the firſt fort of thoſe 
manifold temptations, wherein we 
way rejoyce, maſmuch as we are parta- 


kers of Chriſt s Sufferings. 


2. Sufferings mm obeatence to Chriſt. 

Though a Chriſtians Sufferings be 
not expreſly and formally diſpenced, 
and come upon him for his obedience 
to Chriſt; but providentially , the 
Lord fo ordering it, that he becomes 
Atflicted in his Body , or in his Spi- 
rit, in his Aﬀairs, Family or Rela- 
tions , by reproach, pains, anguiſh , 
loſſes, diſappointments, or the like; 
& perhaps hath in himſelf occaſion = 
rake 
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take notice,that ſome of theſe things Ver. 13 


come upon him as a juſt Viſitation 
and Correction,for ſomewhat is amiſs 
in him. Nowif under all or any of 
theſe, he ſhall put his mouth in the duſt, 
and become dumb , becauſe the Lord 
doth it: if he can truly ſay with E/ , 
when he was threatened , becauſe of 
his fin in not reproving his ſons, Ze 
the Lord , let hum do what ſeemeth good 
en 1s own eyes, (1 Sam.3.18.) It he 
can humble himſelt under the migh- 

hand of the Lord that is thus 
ſtretched torth againſt him, and (ſee- 
ing it is the good-pleaſure of the Fa- 
ther that ſuch things ſhould thus befal 
him) can in obedience to the Righ- 
teouſneſs and Goodneſs of the Divine 
Will, meekly and patiently ſubmit to 
the dealings of the Lord with him 
then are theie ſuch things as we here 
mean by Suffermgs in obedience to 
Chriſt : and a Chriſtian may even in 
{uch chaſtenings be partakers of the 
Suffermgs of Chit, For, « 
Firſt, 
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_ Ver.zz. Firſt, Though Chriſt (in his own 
perſon ) dd no fin, neither was gue 
found in his mouth : yet his ſufferings 
were not wholly without all reſpect 
toſin. His Soul was made an Offering 
for ſm, lIaiah 53. 10, Andagain , 
1 Pet.3. 18. Chriſt alſo once ſuffered 
for ſms. It was fin ( though ours) 
that occaſioned his Sufferings., And 
in that it was not his own fin , but 
ours that occahoned his Sutterings 3 ; 
this makes us capable of Participation 
m his Suffer gs, Cevenin theſe things 
wherein we bear chattening for our 
ſins, becauſe we arc in that caſe cha- 
ſtened for thoſe things that were firſt 
viſited upon him. For all we like 
ſecep had gone aſtray; and the Lord laid 
on him the intquttes of us all, 11a. 3. 6. 
And himſelf bare our ſins in his own Bo- 
ay upon the Tree , 1 Pet. 2. 24. So 
i Relation which our AMiCtions 
have to our fins , doth not ſimply in 
it{elf hinder our fellowſhip with him 
in his Sufferings, . But as he in thoſc 
Sufte- 
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Sufferings, was brought as a Lamb to Ver.1 3. 


the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep before the 
Shearer is dumb , ſo he opened not his 
mouth ; but gave his back to the Smi- 
ters, and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hatr. So it weinthe like caſe 
can humble our ſelves in Meekneſfle, 
Patience and Obedience, to bear the 
indignation of the Lord, we ſhall 
herein be partakers of Chriſts ſufferings. 

Secondly, By this Obedrence , Re- 
{:gnation and Subjettion , we conſent 
unto , and enter and fink down into 
the Will of the Lord, and fo are 
tound in the exerciſe of the like obe- 
dience wherein he was in his Suffe- 
rings. We hereby alſo ſay, Father, 
not my will, but thy I/ill be done. And 
being thus in the exercife of Wwck an 
obedience , as that wherein he was 
found in his Sufferings , we cannot, 
in thoſe ſufferings wherein we are fo 
(though our fin might have influence 
mto the occafioning of them) be e- 
ſtranged from communion with him 
ip his S"fterings, Third- 
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Ver.13, Thirdly > Even theſe Sufferings 


thus undergone , are (in ſome fort) 
Sufferings for his jake , that is, for his 
Wills ſete, viz. for that love and re- 
ſpe& we bear, and tor the ſake of the 
ubjection we owe to his r:ghteous and 
holy will tn all things. As out of a reve- 
rence and reſpe&to his Holy Will, 8 
a prefering his Will before our own,it 
is, that we ſubmit to do what he com- 
mands: ſo we do on the ſame ac- 
count ſubmit to endure whatever he 
pleaſe to lay upon us;to give and deli- 
ver up whatever he pleaſe to take 
from us, and to be whatever he pleaſe 
to make us. Here now, though fin 
might be the occaſion of theſe ſuffe- 
rings, yet love to him,and a reveren- 
tial awe of & reſpect to his Will, 
is the Principle of my thus ob2ying in 
them : it is uponthis account that 1 
thus humble my ſelf, evento death, 
it ſuch be the pleaſure of his Will. 
And though it be for fin that I am 
chaſtened, yet it is for his ſake that I 
thus 
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thus endure the chaſtening. And in Ver, z3 
Sufferings wherein there appears —_—— 
much of the complexion of his Suf- 
terings, I cannot doubtleſs be unca- 


pable of being partaker of his Suffer- 
Uſes. 


1. Information, Firſt, To inform us, 
wherin this Participation of Chriſts Ful- Uſe x. 
neſſe conſiſts. Where note two things. 

i. That the true Chriſtian in all bis 
ſufferings hath (or at leaſt may have ) 
fellowſhip with Chriſt. That it is not his 
{uftcrings that ſeparate between him 

and Chriſt. The father takes the child 
ro him, when ever he goeth about 
(upon any acconnt ) tocorrect him : 
and the child is in the lap, eveg while 
he is under the rod, As there is a berng 
ſtrong an the Lord, and in the power of 
has maght , (Eph. 6. 10.) So there is a 
being weak in him, a being in him 
in fellowſhip with that weakneſs where- 
in he was Crucified, which yet tends 
tO, 
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Ver,xz, to, and ends in, &@ {zving with him by 
the power of God, 2 Cor. 13. 4. 

- 2. That he hath not only fellowſhip 

with Chriſt, but fellowſhip with ham wn 

his ſufferings 5 viz. In that peculiar 

way of fellowſhip. The Apoltle de- 

termined among the Corinthians, to 

know nothing but Feſus Chriſt and lim 

crucified, 1 Cor.2, 2, implying, that 

the knowledge of Chriſt crucified, is 

a peculiar knowled 7e diſtinct from 

the knowledge of Chriſt in general, 

So there is a fellowſhip with Chriſt 

crucified, that is peculiar and diſtinCt 

from the fellowſhip and participation 

of Chriſt in general. Now there are 

in his ſufterings two things , which 

they that are partakers of his ſuffer- 

ings , have fellowſhip and commu- 

nion with. Firſt, A worthineſs or 

merit, a dignity that improves into 

adeſert, that makes them carry the 

. worthot a price for Redemption be- 

yond the value of Si/uer and Gold, 

x Pet,1,18, Now the Chriſtian being 


11 


Aftitions and Sufferings. 


in, and by his ſufferings made parta- Ver.z 3, 


ker of Chriſts ſufferings, comes to 
have fellowſhip and communion with 
that merit and worthineſs that 1s in 
the ſufferings of Chriſt ; and ſo he 
becomes herein (though not hereby, 
that is, not by and for his own Suffer- 
ings, but by and for the worthineſs ot 
Chriſts Sufterings ) counted worthy 
of the Kingdom ot God, This is that 
wherewith the Apoſtle comtorts the 
Theſſalonians , ( 2 Thel. 1. 5. ) That 
their Faith and Patience im all thur 
Per ſecutions and Tribulations , was a 
maniteſt token of the rightrous Judg- 
ment of God; that he in righteous 
judgment, counted and judged them 
worthy of the Kngdom of God , tor 
which they alſo ſuffered. Secondly, 
There is alſo in the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, avirtue, power and ethcacy, 
which worketh even to a wi#tory and 
conqueſt over him that hath the porrer 
of death, the devil, ( Heb. 2.14.) And 
ro the crucifying the world to us, and us 

UNO 
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unto the world, (Gal. 5. 14.) yea, to 
the crucifying of the o/d man , that 
the body of fin mught be deft; oyed, that 
heclecloerk we ſhould nor ſerve ſin, 
Rom. 6.6. Now the Chriſtian being 
in and by his ſufterings,made partaker 
of Chriſts ſufferings, cometh therein 
to have ftcllowſhip and communion 
with this efftectual vertue and power, 
to the crucyfying of hs fleſh, with the 
aſfettions and luſts. The effeCtual wor- 
king of this power, 1s that which 
wrought inthe Apoſte, 2 Cor. 4. 12. 
So then dearth worketh in us, or is £11 
erggtical & efteCtuall y operative 1n us, 
This death that thus wrought in, was 
rhe death of Chritt, as appears by 
ver. 10. Alway bearing about im the 
body, the dying of the Lord Teſus, &c. 
And this was the Death to winch he 
was delivercd, ver. 11. Now wherein 
Came he thus to be "0 LabSE unto this 
Death, 1ſo as alway to bear it about ? 
namely, in his bei: ag perplexed on 
every ide, tr oubled, per ecuted ,and caſt 
aown, 
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down, ver. $, 9. They were light affli- Ver, 12 


ions (though to the periſting of the 
outward man ) and yet theſe wrought 
tor him a far more exceeding and eter nal 
weight of glory, ver.16,17..1hus then, 
mand by his ſutterings, he came to 
have communion with that etiectual 
working, that was in the Death of 
Chriſt ; and this wrought tor him this 
far mere excecdins & eternal werght of 
olo1 'y, while it wrought in him to the 
conquelt of Satan, to the cruc if yeng 


| of the world, the old man, and the fleſh, 


with the a ffettions and lujts. And by 
his continual ſufferings, he alway Car- 
ried about in the body this«dy:mg, mn 
the efteftual working whercot he 
dyed daily, 1 Cor. 15.31. 

Secondly, io inform us, what real 
ground and occahon there 1s for 
Chriſtians to rejoyce in their ſuſter- 
ings, though they ſhould be kindlea 
even to a fiery tryal. It isa part oft our 
ſpiritual -—— to rejoyce in Chriſt 


Teſus, Philip. z. 3. and particularly in 
2 11s 
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Ver. 13. his Swuffermgs and Death, 1 Cor. xo, 
31. I profeſs by your rejoycing which 
I have in Chriſt, &c. As1it he had 
faid, that glorying and rejoycing that 
is among you for your gitts and riches 
of utterance, and wiſdom., I enjoy 
ſuch rcjoycing in that of Chriſt Jeſus 
whereby 1 dye daily : and this was in 
his fellowſhip with Chriſts Sufferings. 
And therefore his glorying was in the 
Crofs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , &c. 
(Gal.5. 14.) while (filling up the af- 
fictions of Chriſt in his fleſh) he bore 
in,his body the marks of the Lord 
Jeſus, ver. 17. Two Conſiderations 
may tead to quicken us (upon this 
very account) to reoyce 7n our Suffe- 
VINTS, 

Firſt, That 2m all our Sufferings, 
Chriſt 1s made parlakers of our Suffe- 
11795, He fulters with us in them. 
For we have not en Figh-Prieſs which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmittes , but was 7n all points temp- 
 tedlike as we are, though without ji , 

Hebr. 
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Hebr.q4. 15. And this will appear to Ver. 1-3 


be true (not onely in reſpect of thoſe 
ſufferings that we endure for him (as 
hath been ſhewen betore) bur alſo in 
reſpect of thoſe ſufferings that we un- 
dergo trom him , while he is chaſte- 
ning us for our fins.) He himſelt 1; 
afflicted , even to the repenting him 
of what he hath done :. He lumſelt 
1s as it were wounded with thoſe 
wounds that himſelt makes in his 
People. Such a like Spirit wroughr 
inthe Apoſtle toward the Corinthians, 
2 Cor.7. 8,9. Trough { made you for- 
ry with a Letter, I ao nit repent, though 
{ aid repent: for 1 percerve that the 
fame Epiſtle made you furry, though 2+ 
were but for @ ſeaſou. Put now { ve- 
Joyce, not that ye were made ſorry, but 
that ye ſorrowed to Repentance,&c. In 
his former Ep/?/e , he had wounded 
and put them to griet, by the ſharp- 
neſs and ſeverity of his Miniſtry a- 
gainſt the fin that was among them, in 


thecaſe of the inceſtuous perſon. And 
$4 hereby 
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Ver.13 hereby he himſelf 1s brought into a 


conflict in himſelf, betwcen repenting 
and not repemting of what he had 
done. He did not repent, but rejoyce 
that ti.cy were made ſorry to R. pen- 
tance: the fruit and {ucceſs of that 
grict to which he had put them , 
m2Kes him glad : and yet there was 
a repenting of, and a forrowtor thc 
orict to which he had put them, 
though the fin that was among them 
had occafioned it, _ Tor as himſelf 
Reatons, Chap. 2. 2. If / make you 


forry, wh0 18 there a en to niake me g/ad, 


but ' e {ame that 15 made ſorry by me © 
and it you are made ſorry by me,how 
ſhall i be made glad by you 2 Now, 
it that meaſure of thc Spirit of Chrilt, 
that wrought in the Apoſtle , was 
thus tender and aftetionate, as to be 
thus fenhble of the wounds that his 
ſharpucſs and ſeverity had made up- 
on them for theirfins , inſomuch that 
he Limſcit was greved for the grief 
that he had put tbemto: then ſurely, 
this 
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this tenderneſs, affeCtionateneſs, and Ver.r z, 
ſympathy, is much more eminent in Tt 

him in whom there is the tulneſs of 

that good Spirit that thus wroughtin 

the Apoſtle, who, though he rc Joyce 

in the frait and ſucceſs of that for- 

row , that he puts his People to be- 
cauſe of theirfin , yet hg doth as it 

were repent ot the for&Fw it {elt. 

This appears in his dealing with E- 

pbratm, the revolted ten Tribes, that 

were back-flidden trom his Kingdom 

eſtabliſhed in the Houſe of David, 

and from his true Worſhi ip ſet up in 

his Temple at feruſalem , Jer.31.18, 

20. Heforthis had treely chaſtened 

Ephratmm. Ephraim under the chaſte- 
ning , was like a Bullock unaccuſiomed 

to the yoke. The chaltening continues 

till Ephreim is brought to bemoan him- 

ſelf and mourn over his fins. And 
then he comes to diſcover and give an 
account how he himſelf was affected, 

all this time that E phraim as 2Micted 

by him for his fin. Ip mce 1 Jooke goin 


him, 
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Ver.13. him , 1 ao earneſtly remember him ſtill 


therefore my bowels are troubled for him, 
1 will ſurely have mercy on hum. As it 
he had faid, fince the very firſt going 
forth of my word againſt him, I do 
earncitly , and as it were paſſionately 
remember him. 1 cannot forget 
what 1 have done even againſt him. 
And the eqpretiion ot it till abides 
with me. My very bowels were and 
{till are troubled tor him. And there- 
tore tor my own ſake, I will ſurel 
have mercy on him. For Imy (elf 
am touched with the tecling of thoſe 
infirmities to which I have ſubjected 
him,being afjlitted in all bas afflittions, 
Wa.63. 9. 

Secondly, As in all our Sufferings, 
he is made partaker ot ours , So alſo 
are we in them made pariakers of his 
Sufferings. All our Sufferings ( whe- 
ther tor him, or trom him ) are dil- 
penced and come torth upon us, by 
or through him that ſuflcred for us. 
And hencÞit is, that they all prove 
not 
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not vindictive, ſo much as reſtorative. Ver.r 3. 
His and ours are both poured out of 
the ſame Cup ; and grace was poured 
into thoſe lips , which firſt taſted of 
this Cup, ( P/al.45.2.) whereby the 
whole (Cup, ( even the whole remain- 
der of the AMiction of Chriſt, that e- 
very particular Chriſtian fills up in his 
own fleſh ) becomes ſfeetned and 
ſanCtifted through the fellowſhip of 
his Sufterings with ours. And here- 
npon the tecond Uſe may be for 
Conſolation. 

2, Conſolation. Virlt, In aſſurance 
that we ſhall be ſupported in them. It in 
them we have fellowſhip with his Suf- 
ferings, then we have in them fellow- 


Uſe 2, 


| Sipwithhimſelf. For hinfelt and his 


Sutterings arc inſeparabic. And if he 
bein them, his preſence will beour 
ſupport. His preſence and ſupport 
are both promiſed together, 1/a. 41. 
10,11, &C, The ſtate of Jacob,was at 


* thattime a ſtate of Sufferjng : For he 


hadrhoſe that were inceffled againſt, 
and 


' 
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and ſtrove with him, ( ver.1 1.) thoſe 
that contended with, and made ar 
againjt him, ( verl. 12.) Andin this 
condition facob was but as a worm , 
and a few men , as itis in the Margin, 
( verſ.14.) And yct in this ſtate, 'ob- 
ſerve how the Lord ſpeaks to him , 
ver{.i1o, Fear thou not | am with thee. 
Be not diſmayed, I am thy God. I will 
ſtrengthen thee 5 yea, I will help thee 3 
yea, of will uphold thee with the r19ht 
hand of my righteouſneſs. In this {tate 
I am thine, with thee: and this my 
preſence ſhall be thy ſtrength, help : 
andupholding, in all their oppoſi tion 
againſt thee, 


Secondly , [n aſſurance, that they 


ſeal be ſweetned and ſanttified to us. 


And they become ſweetned by being ſan- 
tified, Now then a thing 1s {ad to 
be ſanCtified , when it is {ct apart un- 
tro God, for the furtherance of his 
Worſhip and Service in and among 
his People. Soof old, the Temple, 
Altar , and Veſſels were ſanctified. 
S0, 
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terings , intends and implyes thus 
much, that the Lord hath appointed, 
ſet apart , and cut out , aportion of 
ſuftcrings tor his People , not tor this 
end that he might thereby glorific the 
will and luſts ot the world that inflict 
chem 3; butrhey are thus ſet apart and 
appointed tor his own uſe, that he 
might thereby advantage and ad- 
vance the Fear, Worſhip, "and Service 
of his People toward l1mfelt. And 
therefore let us not tear, though Pper- 
ſecution and tribulation may for a 
ſ{caſon diſappoint and prevent ſome 


vilible opportunitics and waycs ot 


worſhip ; yet itſhall her cby advance 
and improve the Worſhi :1p of God in 
Spirit. As the correction of a Fa- 
ther, layes {mart upon che fleſhin or- 
der to the bettering of the ſpirit of 
his Child, and tothe terching out the 
folly thatis bound up in the heart of 
the Child, {And it is an Ordinance 
and Appointment of God ſanCtitied, 
that 
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Ver.13-that is, ſet apart, for thatend) So 


thoſe chaſtenings which God admini- 
ſters by violent and wicked men (who 
are the Rod of his anger , Ifa. 10. 5.) 
Are means tifieT or ſet apart by 
him for that very end, to lop off that 
fleſhly luxuriancy and wantonneſs of 
ſpirit that ſtill cleaves to them, and to 
teach them by the things they ſuffer , 
obedience, reſignation, ſelt-denyal , 
atience, and the like. And bein 
thus ſanCtified or ſet apart by him for 
the further ſanttifying of his People 
(Heb. 2. 10.) we ought no more to 
fear that our holineſs and his ſervice 
ſhould be hindred by them , than by 
any other means of holineſs that hc 
hath ſanctified for his ſervice. 

Thirdly , In aſſurance that we ſhall 
be delivered. Now there is a two- 
fold ſtate of deliverarce , with the 
aſſurance whereot we may be hereby 
comforted. | 

1. Adelrverancetn ſufferings. Though 
we be not freed from being brought 
into 
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into them, yetif (being in them ) we Ver, x3; 
are kept from being either corrupted 
or overcome by them , ſo that our 
{uffterings become not at all an occa- 

fon of 7M tous 3 in this caſe we arc 

ſaid to be delivered in them. This is 

that which 1s hinted, ob 5. 19. He 
ſhall delryer thee in fix troubles, yea, in 
ſeven there ſhall no evil touch thee. Thou 

mayeſt be led into fix, yea, into ſeven 
troubles : but in the midſt of them 

all, and when thou art encompaſſed 

and covered with them all, yet no evil 

ſball rouch thee : thou ſhalt by them 

all become never the more ſinful, ne- 

verthe lefle righteous, and fo lon 

thou art well enough, thou art deli- 

vered. So Chriſt was heard in that he 


feared, Hebr. 5. 75. not that he was 


heard ſo, as not to be delivercd unto 
death, but in that death, even 1n the 
pit of corruption, he was preſerved to 
be Gods Holy One, and not 7o ſee cor- 
ruption. Now then, it in our ſufterings 
we have tellowſtup with Chriſt and his 


{uffer- 


a2 
Ver.1 3. 
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ſufferings, thenis his preſence our a{- 
{urance of deliverance in all our ſut- 
ferings. For upon that account it was 
promiſed, ſa. 43. 2, 3. 1 will bewith 
thee 5 and then when thou paſſeſt through 
the waters, they ſhall not ove/flory thee. 

As happencd to the //7aelites in their 
paſlage through the Red-Sea, and 
through Jorden, by vertue of rhe pre- 
ſence of the Lord 1a the Pillar of Fire, 
and in the Ark, The Waters faw thee, 
O God, and fled, &c. Pſal. 77. 16. apd 
114.37. And again,lhen thou walkeſt 
through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
netther ſhall the flame kindle upon thee : 

as happened to thoſe three Worthies 
in the Frery Furnace, by vertuc of the 
preſence of the Son of God walking 
in the midit of the Fire with them, 
Dan. 3.25. And he givesthe reaſon 
in thenext words of that place,in //a. 
For 1 amthe Lord thy God, the holy One 
of Iſracl thy Saviour. He is our Sas 
viour in {uticring, as an Zoly One 3 and 


ſo by iis Holineſs, preſerves us holy 
and 
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and faithful to himſelf in the midſt of Ver. x3 


_—  —— 


our ſufferings, 

2. A delryuerance out of (ufferins. 
And that upon a ale” Jufering 
Firſt, In regard our ſufferings are but 
a participation of,and as it were a part 
of his ſufferings. Now his ſufferings 
we know ended in a glorious Reſur- 
reCtion. He was not only delivered in 
them, but triumphantly brought out 
of them ; it being impoſlible thar he 
ſhould be always held by the pains or 
cords of them. Now the ſufferings of 
Iis Pcople, being but the remainders 
of his affliftions in their fleſh, they 
will alſo find the ſame ifſuc. And ther- 
fore their deliverance is promiſed un- 
der the ſame notion, v/z. under the 
form of a Reſurrcaion, as their ſut- 
rings are gnder the form of his Death, 
So the ſufferings of his Church under 
literal Babylon, are forctold under the 
form of his Death, and their dclive- 
rance under the torm of his Reſur- 
rection : Hof. 2, Aficr two dayes he 
will 


I 44: 
Ver. x3 
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will revive us, and the third da y he will 
revive us, 6c, And 1o again, inthe 


| Reſurrettion of the dry bones, Ezck. 37. 


In like manner, the ſufferings of his 
Church under myſtacal Babylon, and 
their deliverance from out of them, 
are foretold under the form of his 
Death and Reſurrection, in the kil- 
ling and raiſing again of the 1/tneſſes, 
after they had layen dead three dayes 
and an half, Revel. 11. Which ſeems 
alſo to be pointed at in that myſteri- 
ous Prophecy, 1/.26.1 9. Thy dead men 


ſhall lrue, with my dead body ſhall they 


ariſe. Awake, and fing, &c. Secondly, 
In regard thatthrough this tellowſtup 


with his ſufferings, he himſelt ſuffers 


with us (as was hinted bctore) He is, 
through his own compaſſion, touch'd 
with a feeling of their infirmities,and af- 
flitted in all their affliftions; and in this 
reſpect,he himſelt (in ſome ſort)is not 
compleatly delivered, till they are de- 
livered alſo. He himſelf is delivered 
when they are freed, and that Salva- 
tion 
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terminates his ſufterings : 
fore hear how the Lord of Hoſts, the 
Mighty One of /frae/, delivers his re- 
{olution, 1ſa. 1.24. Ab! 1 mill eaſe me 


of mine adverſaries, and avenge me of 


mine enemies. hoo and thoſe that 
oppreſſed and defiled hisPeople, were 
his burden ; and he was prefled under 
them, as a Cart is prefled that is full of 
ſheaves ; he was uneahe under them. 
But when he ſhould have purely pur- 
ged away all tholc perſons and thin UP 
that as drofle and tinne defiled them, 
and opprefled him ; when he ſhould 
have reſtored their Judges as at firſt, 

and their Counſellors as at the beginning; 

made them viſibly a Cty of Rrghteonſ- 

neſs, a faithful City, ver. 25,26, When 
the deſtrueton of tranſoreſſors and fin- 
ners ſhall be together , &c. {ver; 2$.} 


then is he ſaid to have eaſed Hrmſelf of 


his Enemtes,&c. And thertore though 
he were exalted to the Fathers right- 
hand, yer he hts there expecting till 

K His 
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tion that perfeCts their deliverance, Ver.1}. 


And there-— 
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Ver. x» His Enemies be made his foot-ſtool, Heb, 
——7x0. 13. : Thereis a further Conquelt 
and Salvation that he yet waits tor 5 
And in order thereunto, fohn in viſion 
ſeerh him coming torth with a Bow 
a2 on 2 Crown, conquering and to conquer, 
Rey. 6. 2. And his Conquelt is for 
Junſel , Pal. 98.1. O fing wnto the 
Lord a new ſong for he hath done mar- 
vellous thi ungs: His rioht hand and his 
holy Arm, Lath gotten Himthel wary. 
His Conqueltover the Encemics of his 
People, 1s a getting the Victory for 
Himlelt. This conkderation may now 
comfort us in ftult affurance of deli- 
VErance. 
| Exhortation. This may be 1m 
aſe 3. proved unto a word of Exhortationg 
 roenclineus to ſeek , thatin all our ſuf- 
ferings we may be partakers of his ſuf= 
fermos, Where conſider, 1. The 
Meas tending hereunto. 2. The 
Morives that may [tir us up to1t. 
1. The Means tending hereunto. WE 
Thall propole theſe two, 


Firlt, 
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ſelf. 1t we woutd be nartakers of his 
ſufferings, we mutt - firit I 0k that we 
be partakers of himicit. "This was 
the Apoitles order, 'Tiat ] may be 


found in Him, Phil. 3. 9. And then 


tollows the feloſprp if bus Po xirwag 
VEeTr. 10, 

Secondly, There muſt be in our ſuf- 
fermgs a con{ormity to his, if we would 
in ours have fellowſhip with his. This 
the ſame Scripture teacheth us, Phzd. 


3. 10. ———the fellowſhip of his ſuf- 


ferings z being made conformable to his 


death. Contormity readily begets 
Community. Things that are alike, 
caſfily unite, and maintain a mutual 
inter-communion between thenuſclvs, 
and take part with each other, Soft 
we would m our ſutterings be parta- 
kers of Uhrilt s ſufferings, wc mult 
ſee that there be ſomewhat ot like- 
neſs between our fuiterings and his. 

Now this Conformity or likeneſs 
between his ſufferings and! ours, cor 


K 2 {1/ts 


Firic, See that you bs united to hb 2” V_ 
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fiſts in ſuch things as theſe , viz. 

1. IVhen we undergo ſuch things as 
he underwent, when there ts a likeneſſe 
between our ſufferings and his in the 
kind of them. They called the Maſter 
ot the houſe Beelzebub, and fo them 
of his houſhold likewiſe, AZet.10. 25. 
If the world hate you, it bated me before 
1t hated you, John 15.18. And if they 
have perſecuted me , they will alſo per- 
ſecute you, ver. 20. And indeed, what 
ſuftering , for the kind ot it, can we 
meet with, that may not be exempli- 
fied in his ſufferings 2 For he was by 
the Lord, by Satan, and men, tempted 
in all things like as we are 5 that ſo we 
might in all our ſufferings, ſee how 
they were but a part of his ſufferings, 
and ſomewhat of that which is beht:24d 
of his afflictions. But this ſingly and 
alone 15 not ſufficient to produce that 
conformity that rends to a fellowſhip 
with his ſufterings. For the impenitent 
'Thict was crucified as well as Chritt : 
Theretore this Conformity is, 

2, When 
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2. When there ws alſo a likeneſs be- Ver.x 37 


tween his fuſferings and ours in the cauſe 
and occaſion of them, He ſuffered tor 
being good , and doing good. He 


was not of this world, but teſtified of 


the works thereof that they were evil , 


therefore the world hated him. They 
were not of the world , as he was not of 


the world (John 17. 16.) If they had 
been of the world, the world _—_ have 
loved his onn, But becauſe they were 
not of the world , but he had choſen them 
out of the world, therefore the world ha- 
ted them, John 15. 19. Becauſe they 
are his witnefles againſt the over- 
ſpreading and Anti- Chriſtian corr up- 
tions 3 theretore the Beaſt out of the 
bottomleſs Pit makes war againſt them. 
And when we ſutter like things upon 
a like account, then is there that con- 
for *muty that leads to a Par UCIpation , 
and makes our ſutterings a part of his. 
3. When there 15 a lth eneſs between 
his ſufferings and ours , in the ſpirtt 
wherewith we undergo them: when the 


ſame 
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Ver, 13. ſame mind ts in us (in our ſufferings) 


that was alſo in Chriſt Teſus (in his ſuf- 
ferings) Phil.2. 5. He mage himſelf of 
no reputation : he humbled ( or emp- 
tied) himſelf , and became obeatent to 
þ an v. 7,8. heſuſtercd in great ft- 
lence, ſubjection, patieuce, meekneſs 
2nd innocence. Now whatever our 
ſufferings are for the kind or occaſion 
of them, yetit we be thus ſpirited in 
them ,- there wants not that likeneſs 
that leads into a fellowſhip with his 
ſufferings. 

Laſtly , 1F our ſufferings be like his 
mn theſe rehpetts , they ſhall be alſo like 
his im the end and deſign of them. His 
ſufferings wrought or the good and 
deliverance of his Church. So ſhall 
our ſufferings alſo be for the Bodzgs 
ſake, the Church, (Col.1. 24-) and by 
filing up the meaſure that 1s behind,ſhall 
contribute to the deliverance of the 
whole, Rev.6. 10,11. 

2. The Motrues that may ſlir us up 
hereunto; and they appear by confi- 
dering , Firſt, 
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Firſt , The excellency of this fellqw- Ver,x3: 
ſoup with Chriſt s ſuffermgs. To know 
Chriſt in the fellowſhip of his ſuffe- 
rings, was by the Apoltle accounted 
ſuch an excellency of knowledge , that 
for it he had ſuffered the loſs of all 
things , and counted them but as aung 
that be might be found in this , preſſing 
onward toward the power of Chriſts Re- 
ſurrettion, Phil. 3. $,10. Andamonyg 
thoſe Al/things, were his legal Privi- 
ledges, his legal Blameleſneſs, his le- 
oal Righteouſneſs, wer, 5,6,8. as 1m- 
plying, that this was of greater excel- 
| lency, and he had rather be found in 
this than in them all. 

Secondly, The ſefulneſs of this fel- 
| J/owſhip. Whichis intimated to us in 
( that word of the Text, {naſmuch. 
| oe umplyeth rwo things. 

. That this participation of Chr {ſts 
Safferinge, is the Ground or Reaſon of 
our rejoycings im tribulation 5 and the 
words ſpeak to this purpoſe , Think, 
not ſtrange at the fiery Tryal, but rather 
rejoyce, 


is Safety and Sweets 11 
Vec.x3. rejoyce, becauſe you are therein parta- 
"hers of bhriſts Sufferings, Now that 
muſt needs be counted worthy the 
preſſing after , that is a foundation of 
joy and rejoycing, even in and under 

the fiery Tryal. 
2. That it 1s the meaſure of this our 
Joy. Rejoyce maſmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Chriſts Sufferings. So much 
fellowſhip .as you have with Chriſt 
in his Sufferings , ſo much joy you 
may rejoyce with in the moſt Fzery 
Tryal. 


